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THEOLOGY—Critical. 
Explanation of a difficulty occurring in Luke ii. 2 


IT was the general opinion of the ancient Jews, founded 
on the prophecies, that the Messiah should be born in Beth- 
Iehem. Mary the mother of our Lord, and Joseph her hus- 
band, however, resided in Galilee. To shew how, under 
the direction of Providence, these two persons were induced 
to leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem in the land of Judea, 
- at the critical time, Luke makes the following statement. 


«‘ And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. 

‘< (4nd this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gov- 
ernor of Syria.) 

«* And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

«And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is call- 
ed Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David,) 

“To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child.” 


But here occurs a great difficulty.—Cyrenius was not 
ernor of Syria until ten or twelve years after the birth of 
Christ. How then could this taxing have been made before 
he was born, and occasion the journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem mentioned by Luke? 
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The following explanation given by Hales in his New Ana- 
lysis of Ancient Chronology is perhaps the best that has been 
made. We submit it to our readers. 


‘¢ About the Dirtof John the Baptist, dugustus Cesar is- 
sued a decree, that ail the land - Judea and Galilee, under 
Herod’s dominion} should be enrolled, [preparatory to a cen- 
sus, assessment, or taxing.| Luke il. 1. The occasion of this 
decree may be thus collected from Josephus. 

‘In the latter end of Herod’s reign, some time before he 
put his sons dlexander and Adristebulus to death, he had a 
quarrel with@bodas, king of 4rabia, and Sylleus, his prime 
minister. He had lent Obodas sixty talents, for a limited 
time, and was disappointed of the stipulated payment; and 
Sylieus had harboured some banditti, who had fled to him 
for shelter, from Herod’s province of Trachonitis, having 
been offended with Herod for refusiug to let his sister Salome 
marry him, as her third husband, some time before. Herod 


complained of both these wrongs to the Roman presidents of 


Syria, Saturninus, and Volumnius, who decreed that the money 
should be repaid to Herod in a month’s time, and the banditti 
that should be found in Arabia given up to him. 

‘* Before the expiration of the month, Sylleus went to 
Rome, without troubling himself about the performance. 
Herod, therefore, by the permission of Saturninus and Volum- 
vius, marched an army into 4rabia, to redress himself; de- 
feated the banditti, and also a party of Arabs, under Nase- 
bus, who came to their assistance, in which Masebus and about 
five and twenty of his men, were killed. 

‘¢ Intelligence ofthese proceedings having quickly reached 
Rome, ‘Sylleeus made his complaint to the emperor, drest in 
mourning, alledging that Herod had destroyed Masebus, with 
2500 of the chief of the Arabs, and plundered the country. 
Provoked at this, dugustus only enquired of his own, and 
Herod’s friends who were then at Rome, whether Herod had 
marched an army into 4rabia? And when they could not 
deny the fact, without further enquiry why he had done so, 
or for what provocation, the emperor wrote Herod a very 
angry letter, of which the substance was, that ** having hith- 
erto treated him as a friend, he would now treat him as a 
subject.” And when Herod sent an embassy to clear himself, 
the emperor repeatedly refused to hear them, and so Herod 


was forced to submit to all the injuries (apavouas) offered to 


him. Ant. xvi. 9. 
«¢ The chief of these was the degrading his kingdom to a 
Roman province. For soon after, Josephus incidentally men- 
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1821.] THEOLOGY. 5 
tions, that **the whole nation of the Jews took an oath of 
fidelity to Caesar and the king jointly, except six thousand of 
the Pharisees, who, through their hostility to the regal gov- 
ernment, refused to take it, and were fined for their refusal 
by the king; but that the wife of his’brother, Pheroras, paid 
the fine for them.” Ant. xvii. 2, 6. This was shortly be- 
fore the death of Pheroras, and coincides therefore with the 
time of this decree of enrollment; and the oath was admin- 
istered at the same time, according to the usage of the Ro- 
man Census, in which a return of persons, ages, and proper- 
ties, was required to be made upon oath, under penalty of 
confiscation of the goods of the delinquents, as we learn from 
lpian. And the reason for registering ages was, that 
among the Syrians, males from fourteen years of age, and 
females from twelve, until their sixty-fifth year, were sub- 


ject to a capitation, or poll-tax, by the Roman law. This 


was two drachmas a head, half a stater, or about fifteen 
pence of our currency. See the case of our Lorn and Peter 
afterwards, where «a staier,” the amount of both, was pro- 
cured by amiracle, Matt. xvii. 24—97. 

«6 Cyrenius, 2 Roman senator and procurator, or collector 
of the emperor’s revenue, was employed to make the en- 
rollment. This we learn from the joint testimony of Justin 
Martyr, Julian the apostate, and Eusebius; when Saturninus 
was president of Syria, to whom it is attributed by Terful- 
lian, and in the thirty-third year of Herod’s reign, or B. C. 5, 
the vearof Christ’s birth, according to Eusebius. 

ss Cy enius, Whom Tacitus calls Quirinius, and describes 
as inynger militie et acribus ministertis, **an active soldier 
and a rigid commissioner.” was well qualified for an employ- 
ment so odious to Herod, and his subjects; and probably 
came to execute the decree with an armed force. Without 
delay, therefore, ‘all (the inhabitants) went to be enrolled 


(artoypapedSar) each to his own city. And Joseph also went 
up out of Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
Bethlehem, David’s city, (because he was of the house and 


lineage of David) to enroll himself (anoypaacSar) with 
Mary, his betrothed wife, being great with Mehild, And it 
came to pass, while they were there, the days of her delivery 
were accomplished. and she bore her first-born son, and 
swathed him, and laid him ina manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn,” Luke ii. 3—7. 

‘‘ By the wary policy of Roman jurisprudence, to prevent 
insurrections, nad to expedite the business, all were required 
te repair to their own cities. Even in #taly, the consular 
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edict commanded the Latin citizens ‘not to be enrolled at 
Rome, but all in their own cities.”” And this precaution was 
still more necessary in turbulent provinces, like Judea and 
Galilee. And the decree was peremptory, and admitted of 
no delay. Joseph therefere, was obliged to go with Mary, 
notwithstanding her advanced state of pregnancy, to his 
family town, Bethlehem, where the Saviour oF THE WORLD 
was born in a stable, and laid in a manger! 

«Thus did the fierceness of man,” or the anger of 4u- 
gustus towards Herod, «turn to the praise of Gop,” and to 
the fulfilment of prophecy, that Curist should be born at 
Bethlehem, (Micah vy. 2.) so far from his mother’s residence; 
and thatas Surion (the Apost1L£) he should come into the 
world when * the sceptre had departed from Judah,” (Gen. 
xlix. 10.) for Judea was made a Roman province by the in- 
troduction of a Roman enrollment therein. Julian, the apos- 
tate. unwittingly objected this to Curist’s claim: 

«This Jesus, proclaimed by you [Christians] was one of 
Ceesar’s subjects. Uf ye disbelieve, I will prove it presently; 
or rather let it be told now; ye say then yourselves that he 
was enrolled, with his father and mother, in the time of Cy- 
renius.”” 

‘© At the present juncture, however, the Census proceeded 
no farther than the first act ofthe enrollment of persons in the 
Roman Registers, (called tabul@ in Latin, and a7toypapar in 
Greek.) ‘And to these registers Tertullian, and the early Fa- 
thers, often appeal for evidence of the lineal descent of JEsus 
from David, as foretold of Curist. For Herod sent his 
trusty minister, Vicholas of Damascus, to Rome; who, by 
his address and presents, found means to undeceive and 
mollify the emperor, by stating the matter truly. Augustus, 
therefore, was reconciled to Herod, and stopped the assess- 


ment or taxing (amtotiunois or anoy pad, ) and punished Syl- 
leus with death, for. this and other misdemeanors, as we col- 
lect from Josephus, Ant. xvi. 9, 4, x. 8, 9. 

‘* Although the Census was now suspended, it was after- 
wards carried into effect, upon the deposal and banishment 
of Archelaus, the son and successor of Herod, for mal-admin- 
istration, by Augustus, upon the complaint of the Jews, 
weery of the tyranny of Herod’s family, and requesting that 
Judea might be made a Roman province. Upon that occa- 
sion, the trusty Cyrenius was sent again, as president of 
Syria, with an armed force, to confiscate the property of 
Archelaus, and to complete the Census; which was submitted 
to by the nation, now, without hesitation, as formerly they 
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had submitted to the enrollment, principally by the advice 
and authority of Joazar, the high priest, whose sister, the 
second Mariamne, Herod had married, some time before his 
appeintment. Joazar, indeed, was deposed on Herod’s death, 
by Archelaus, as inimical to his interest; and therefore, he 
again recommended the measure of the assessment, with a 
view, perhaps, to his own restoration, in which he was not 
disappointed, for Cyrenius made him high priest again; 
though soon after he was obliged to depose him, on account 
of the odium he had incurred, as a partizan of the Romans, 
when the insurrection of Judas of Galilee broke out, in « the 
days of the taxing,” Acts v. 37, in which, though «Judas 
was slain, and his adherents dispersed,” of whom the chief 
was Sadok, a Pharisee, yet his principles took root among 
«the zealots,” as they called themselves; namely, that pay- 
ment of tribute to the Romans, was downright slavery, and 
unlawful in itself, as repugnant to the theocracy, since Gop 
was their only king. Hence, the doubt expressed by the 
tax gatherers in Galilee, whether JEstus, as the reputed 
Curist, or true king of Jsrael, would pay the Roman tax; 
which he did, by a miracle; and the insidious question pro- 
posed to Cirrist afterwards, by the Pharisees and Herodians 
conjointly, *whelher it was lawful, or not, to pay tribute 
to Cesar??? which he evaded with such admirable address, 
and retorted on the hypocritical proposers. 

‘¢The establishment of the assessment, or taxing, after- 
wards, which was necessary to complete the Roman Census, 
when Archelaus was deposed and banished, and his proper- 
ty confiscated, is stated by the Evangelist in the following 
parenthetical remark, which may be more correctly written, 
and rendered thus: 


(Auty ‘y anoypagn mpatn eyeveto “‘nyEuovevortos ts 
Lupiag Kupyue. ) 

(* The taxing itself was first made while Cyrenius was 
president of Syria.’’) 

In all the printed editions the first word is aspirated, duty, 
‘‘this,” as if it were the feminine of ‘st @-. But this ma- 
terially injures the sense, as if the enrollment decreed in the 
first verse, was the same as tis taxing in the second: where- 
as there was an interval of eleven years, as we have seen, 
between the two. But in the most ancient manuscripts, 
written in uncials, or in capitals, without points or accents, 
the word is am@fignous; and may also be unaspirated, Quty, 
** self,” the feminine of autos. And both occur together in 
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this same chapter, where the Evangelist. speaking of Anna 
the prophetess, says xa duty, AUTH TH wpa emugada, ** And 
this [woman] coming in at the instant itself,” or at ** the self 
same hour,” &c. Luke ii. 38, where the phraseology is pre- 
cisely the same; and re peatedly occurs elsewhere. 


The ordinal mpwty, ** first,” is here understood adverbi- | 


ally, and connected with the verb eyeveto, ** was made,” or 
“« took effect” signifying that the taxing itself first look effect, 
or was carried into exec ution, under the presidency of Cy- 
renius, or Quirinius; which had been suspended from the 
time of his procuré torship. 

By this easy and obvious emendation and construction, the 
Evange list is critically reconciled with the varying accounts 
of Josephus. Justin Martyr. and Tertullian; and an historical 
difficulty. satisfactorily solved. which has hitherto set criti- 
cism at defiance. Sce Lardner’s elaborate dissertation on 
the subject, considerably longer than Luke’s whole Gospel, 
which offers only a choice of dilliculties to the reader. Vol. 1. 
p. 241--S29. 


THEOLOGY.—PRAcTIcAL. 
For the Evangelical and Literary Magazine. 
CONSISTENT c TERISTIANITY. 


Mr. Epiror, 


My time is chiefly employed at present in pastoral visits 
to the people of my large and scattered ¢ congregation. If the 
elder of the district finds it convenient, he goes with me, and 
we spend about an hour at every house. In families where 
religion is not professed, we use exhortation and prayer.— 
But our principal business is with those who profess to be 
Christians, and who are inthe communion of the church; 
and itis among them that we find scenes the most interesting 
sometimes ple asant, and sometimes much the reverse. yur 
object is to inquire how domestic piety flourishes, and to pro- 
mote attention to its duties; such as the daily worship of God 
in the family, morning and evening; the sanctification of the 
Sabbath; and the instruction and training af children in the 
avay Which leads to heaven. Our hearts rejeice when we dis- 
cover parents resembling good old Joshua, steadfastly re- 
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solved that “as for them, and,’’ (so far as in them lies, ) 
«‘ their households also, they wil! serve the Lord; and in 
conformity with such resolution, walking, like Zacharias and 
Elizabeth, « in all the commandments bina ordinances of the 
Lord blameless.” Here the fireside altar of supplication and 
praise is frequented, not as an irksome task, but as a sacred 
pleasure, both at the rising of the sun, and at the coming of 
the shades of night. Here ¢ the day which God has set apart 
for himself is hailed with delight, ‘accounted honourable, and 
kept holy indeed. ‘The younger members of the little society 
manifest, by their knowledge and their lovely deportment, 
that they are ** brought up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord;’? and we see them from time to time, one and 
another, publicly joining themselves to the body of his peo- 
ple in his sanctuary. In such a house as this we enjoy an 
antepast of heaven. But alas, presently we arrive at another 
of a very different description: The heads of it are called 
Christians. They take their seats three times a year at the 
Redeemer’s table, avowing before angeis and men that he is 
their Saviour, their Master, and their Pattern in all righteous- 
ness. ‘heir little ones too have been dedicated to God in 
baptism, with all apparent solemnity. Yet here the sabbath 
is only distinguished from other days by a cessation from hard 
labour, and an additional indulgence of slumber; except se 
much of it as is taken up in going to church. Receiving the 
visits of idle neighbours, and rambling about for recreation 
in the fields or the woods, are not deemed much amiss. The 
children are left to learn the catechism at school, if a lazy, 
ungodly teacher can be prevailed with to make them commit 
it to memory. And as to the indispensable duty, as our 
church calls it, of family worship, it is utterly neglected, 

either on the most frivolous pretences, or on no pretence at 
all. In such cases, if we hear of no gross, out breaking im- 
moralities, which would bring the most emphatic disgrace 
upon the Christian name, still we have to lament a deep des- 
titution of that spirit of Christianity which should visibly 
characterize all its professors. ‘These things have impressed 
strongly upon my mind a favourite idea of the excellent 
Hannah More; 1 mean that of consistency in religion. The 
Apostle Paul expresses it yet better in that beautiful injunc- 
tion, * let your conversation,” (by which he means the 
whole course of our conduct.) « be as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ.” Allow me, sir, to present to your readers a few 
reflections on this subject. 
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There are some doctrines of our religion too profound for usto 
fathom. What God is pleased to tell us of the mysteries 
which are involved in his nature, and in the plan of our re- 
demption, we are to believe simply on his authority, and are 
bound to adore where we cannot fully comprehend. Similar 
things are frequently occurring in the administration of his 
prov dential kingdom. We cannot discern why he brings 
about, or suffers to be bestest about, many strange events 
which pass before our eyes; yet we are to rely upon it with- 
out wavering that he orders all things according to his infinite 
wisdom, and that * justice and judzment are the habitation 
of his throne.”” But in matters of a practical nature, level 
to our understandings, he condescends to appeal to our own 
impressions of what i isright and proper. ‘The passage which 
Lhave quoted from the Apostle i is an instance of this, and 
richly deserves our serious and habitual consideration. I think 
I hear himsay, brethren, the gospel of Jesus Christ has been 
made known to you; the precious tidings of his salvation have 
been sounded in your cars. You profess to have received the 
glorious message with your whole hearts, and to be disciples 
and followers of this Saviour. Let me then beseech and urge 
you to consult your own good sense as to the method of liv- 
ing which naturally corresponds to the gospel; and let it be 
your supreme care to be found conforming in all things to its 
genius and its precepts. Can that man possess the feelings 
of a Christian who makes light of such an appeal? 

Let us take a summary view of the gospel of Christ, and 
then see what kind of life is suitable to that faith in it and 
subjection to it which we profess. 

‘Lhe gospel we may pronounce to be the revelation of di- 
vine mercy to mankind. {t every where pre-supposes, what 
indeed is abundantly demonstrated even without the testimony 
of the bible, that we are a race of apostate, rebellious sinners 
in the sightof God. We have transgressed his laws, incurred 
his condemnation, and stand exposed, without defence, to the 
infliction of his righteous and intolerable vengeance. So help- 
less is our state, so entire our depravity, that we are incapable 
of ourselves, so much as to ask the clemency of our Judge 
with the least emotion of genuine penitential sorrow. And I 
add that no man ever receives that clemency to good purpose 
but under the heart-felt conviction that such are truly his 
guilty, lost, and helpless circumstances. Now the purport 
of the gospel is that the eternal God, compassionating our 
ruin, has given his dear and only Son, “the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person,” to assume 
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our nature, to obey, to suffer, and to die in agonies, in our 
stead; that by offering up his soul and body as a sacrifice for 
us to divine justice, he might reconcile us to God, « redeem- 
ing us from all iniquity, and purifying unto himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works.” Hence the gospel is 
denominated «the grace of God which brings salvation, and 
teaches us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world.” Every thing proclaims that it is a holy institution, 
designed to save us from sin as well as from the wrath to 
come. Take another striking account of it in the language 
of the great Apostle. * By grace are ye saved, through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: itis the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 


‘before ordained that we should walk in them.’? Here is the 


whole gracious system unfolded in a small compass. Our 
works can merit nothing with God, and our boasting is for- 
ever excluded. «The Lamb of God takes away our sin,” 
and « delivers us from the curse of the law.”? Yet we must 
become holy; this is as necessary to our peace and our en- 
joyment of God as that we be forgiven and justified. He who 
«‘ loved us, and gave himself for us,” has secured both these 
parts of our’ salvation. Accordingly the Holy Spirit, whose 
special office it is to apply the purchased redemption, brings 
it home to our bosoms in all its fulness, in all its adaptation 
to our necessitics. By his unsearchable but almighty agency, 
we are convinced of our sins, and made to loathe ourselves 
on account of them; we learn to “hunger and thirst after 
righteousness,” as well as exemption from punishment; we 
discover both these rich blessings treasured up in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and freely offered to our acceptance; and we 
are sweetly drawn and: enabled to commit ourselves and all 
our eternal interests to the hands of the Son of God. By 
him we approach God as our Father and our Friend, im 
the spirit of adoption and unlimited devotion. Such is the 
gospel; and such only is that reception of it, which, by divine 
appointment, constitutes the character and standing of a real 
Christian. The imagination of man never started a wilder 
fiction than that of a Saviour from hell who is not a Saviour 
from the dominion of sin:—nor does the wickedness of man, 
in any other instance so outrageously insult and offend God, 
as when we dare to ascribe such a character to his spotless 
and beloved Son. This tremendous impiety is the abhorrence 


of every one who embraces the gospel in truth, and learns 
o 
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from it experimentally that the Lord is merciful. Such a dis- 

ciple, while he gazes with astonishment at the scheme of in- 

finite love and wisdom, and rejoices in being snatched from 

the brink of bottomless perdition, will of course give himself 

up, with all his faculties, to glorify God, and testify grati- 

tude to his Saviour, by running henceforth in the path of new 
and holy obedience. 

What, then, should be the characteristics of our obedience, 
in order that it may be such as becomes the gospel of Christ? 
Two things occur in answer to this question; we must obey 
the commandments of God, his law in the hands of our Re- 
deemer, with fervent zeal; and, so far as we can know what 
his commandments are, we must obey them universally. « 1 
speak as unto wise men,” to those who profess to have been 
taught the wisdom which comes from above; ‘judge ye what 
I say.’ 

Declaring as we do, every time that we approach our 
Master’s sacred table, that we mourn for our sins by which 
we have pierced him, call that we will, by his grace, crucify 
and exterminate thems; is it fit, Is it Semen. that we go 
away forgetting our vows, and indulging a remiss and Juke- 
warm temper in this great concern? Shall we parley with 
temptation? Shall we study our ease, and indulge our sloth, 
in running the heavenly race set before us? Shall we yield 
to fear or shame in the great work of adorning our profession 
in the midst ofa hostile world? Shall our religious services 
languish and droop, Hke the speech and the action of a man 
who is more than half asleep? Ah, Christians! It was not 
in this wretched style that your indefatigable, suffering Re- 
deemer wrought out your salvation. It is not in this way 
that your life can square with his love; and with his call upon 
you to follow him, not like reluctant slaves, but like brethren 
rescued from hell by his blood, and journeying to his high 
abode under the impulse of inexpressible gratitude. L doubt 
not that the most zealous Christian upon earth, whoever he may 
be, daily laments the weakness of his zeal, and its great dispro- 
portion to his obligations. Yet, on the other hand, if our obedi- 
ence be an unfelt formality; if we satisfy ourselves with words of 
prayer and thanksgiving while our hearts do not rise to God; 
if we strive to twist his commandments to a coincidence with 
our groveling fancy, instead of surrendering our whole souls 
ta their direction and control; and especially if we feel no 
inward grief and disturbance on account of this vile burlesque 
of Christian practice, but boast of it as our liberty under the 
grace of the gospel; an awful presumption lies against us 
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that we are deceiving ourselves, and that our entire religious 
profession is a wilful and an impious mockery. « O how love 
{ thy law!’ exclaims an ancient saint; “it is my meditation 
all the day. Depart from me, ye evil-doers; for I will kee ep 
the commandments of my God.”? The same spirit exhibits 
itself in the Apostle Paul. «+The love of Christ,” says he, 
«> constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they who 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them and rose again:”* Hear the same Apostle 
once more upon the point in hand. « Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do; forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Nobly 
said, heroic soldier of the cross! And nobly did thy life illus- 
trate the declaration. Here is the spirit, my fellow Chris- 
tians, by which we ought all, and at all times, to be animat- 
ed. Away with our sluggishness! Our God has much work 
for us to dos; and we should esteem it our honour as well as 
our daty to be largely instrumental in the accomplishment of 
his kind purposes towards our miserable world. May we 
ever serve him with that alacrity, that unquenchable ardour, 
which the gospel is so well calculated to inspire! 

Equally necessary is it that our obedience bear upon it the 
character of universality. Every sin is an abomination in 
the eye of God; every instance of holiness is his delight. He 
commands all that we are to perform; and we are under no 
obligation to avoid any thing but in consequence of his prohi- 
bitions. And therefore the inference is inevitable, that if we 
allow ourselves to live in the neglect of any known duty, or 
in the indulgence of any known transgression, we do not act, 
even in cases of seeming obedience, from a sincere love to his 
laws and regard to his authority. And where then is our re- 
ligious principle? What says the Psalmist on the extent of 
that ebedience which is required of us? « ‘Then shall I not 
be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments. 
I love thy onendbadaneie above gold; yea, above fine gold. 
Therefore 1 esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to 
be right; and I hate every false way.” It is perfectly need- 
less to multiply quotations in proof of a proposition inscribed 
on every page of the bible. ‘The ancient servants of God in- 
timate no reserve in their dedication of themselves to him; and 
appear never to think for a moment of picking and culling 
such ef his injunctions as they will choose to reverence. AH 
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the manifestations of his will they receive with humble sub- 
mission; and make them practically a lamp to their feet, 
and a light to their path,” as they travel through this dark 
and ensnaring world. But we must look at the contrast of 
this charming picture. I have in my mind’s eye—and the 
thought of it distresses my very soul,—some professors of re- 
ligion who take quite another course. Let us imagine one of 
these expressing in soliloquy the sentiments and maxims of 
the whole unhappy brotherhood. «* I will hold my standing 
and claim my privileges in the church; for it is creditable te 
do so, and wo to the man who questions my right. Parti- 
cularly, my children must not grow up unchristened, (he 
means, unbaptized,) like the heathen. I will contend stoutly 
for my creed; which, I think, encourages me to hope for 
heaven without any troublesome doings or observances on 
my part. Iam for no covenant of works, but trust entirely 
in the mercy of God. Moreover, this comfortable creed of 
mine ,is that of my dear old forefathers who are dead and 
gone, and therefore must be the best of all possible creeds.— 
I will pay my minister’s stipends, like an honourable man, so 
long as he lets me go my own way, and enjoy my privileges, 
without interruption. 1 will attend public worship duly and 
gravely; it looks decent; and affords a good opportunity, be- 
sides, to see the neighbours, and talk with them about our 
small matters of business. As to reading the bible and pray- 
ing to God punctually in secret, I have not time for these 
duties. Family worship, too, though a very right thing, is so 
grievous a cross that I cannot take it up. One day or other, 
perhaps I may; and I hope to become more fitted for it and 
inclined to it by putting it off some halfa dozen years. I 
will abstain from all drunkenness, except now and then a 
glass extraordinary when I meet a merry friend or two; and 
from all lewdness, except the repetition of a good smutty joke. 
I will not curse nor swear profanely, unless when something 
puts me into a tiff of passion; and in that case it is surely at 
most but a trifle. To tie up my thoughts and my tongue 
through the tedious hours of the sabbath, is a burden not to be 
borne, and I will not attempt nor pretend to bearit. [must 
make the schoolmaster teach my children the catechism, or 
teach them it myself. Either way, it is a fatiguing task; 
and it is all that [can do with them in bringing them up re- 
ligiously; the minister must do the rest. I have a great 
many bargains to make; and every body is doing the best he 
ean for himself. If f do not take the advantage offered me by 
my neighbour’s ignorance or necessities, another will. And in 
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short, a compliance with what they call a golden rule, of ¢ do- 
ing to others as you would have them do to you,” is altogether 
outlandish, visionary, and impracticable.” But I am sick of 
pursuing this hateful delineation. Ye faithful souls. who 
prize your Master’s smile and the testimony of an approving 
conscience above all earthly wealth and grandeur, what say 
you to such a grossly perverted and misnamed Christianity 
as this? Methinks I see indignation flashing from your eyes, 
and hear you cry with fervour, ** what! shall we sin, because 
we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid!’ 
You repeat with me that our obedience to God must be uni- 
versal; and that he who lives in the habit of any one known 
sin whatever has no scriptural evidence that he is a child of 
God. Should one of these antinomians ask, as they some- 
times ‘do with an impudent air, are we not all imperfect? Do 
not the best of Christians acknowledge it? We may readily 
answer yes, but not in the sense which the querist intends. 
The fact is that the true servant of God obeys his commands 
without exception; and yet justly owns that his obedience is in 
every individual instance far short of perfection. For my 
part, I fear that those who do not see the truth of both these 
assertions, and their consistency with each other, have taken 
very few steps as yet inthe path of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion. 

If the reader goes cordially with me in the remarks which 
{ have made, he will adopt and apply the word of God, and 
not his own wayward fancies, nor the counsels of a corrupt 
world, for the regulation of all his affections and all his con- 
duct. That holy volume he will study diligently and meekly; 
looking up to the Spirit who inspired it for sure light and di- 
rection. And he will not look up in vain. .f sinner saved by 
grace will be his motto, deeply engraven on his heart. Such 
an one can no more think of living to God, and making his 
way to heaven, without constant faith, vigilance, prayer, and 
self-denial, than he can think of living in this world without 
vital air and nourishing food. With God, therefore, to whose 
friendship he is admitted, notwithstanding all his imperfec- 
tions, through the Lord Jesus Christ, his religion begins and 
advances from day to day. To the glory of God he conse- 
crates all his time, his talents, and his influence. The Zion 
of God, for which the Saviour died, is precious in the Chris- 
tian’s regard; and he seeks its extension and prosperity with 
warm and active desires. Its ordinances are to him privileges 
indeed; seals of his Father’s love. and earnests of the promis- 
ed inheritance which shall never fadeaway. While he longs 
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and prays for the conversion of all people, he labours espe- 
cially to bring his own beloved family home to the fold of 
the good shepherd; knowing that their salvation is ten thous- 
and times more important than all earthly accomplishments 
and possessions. In his dealings with his fellow-men, he is 
rigidly just and upright; willing rather to suffer the greatest 
losses than to get either much or little in the way of unright- 
eous gain; and restless, if he has wronged any one, until he 
makes, if posstble, the fullest restitution. But the disciple of 
Christ crucified does not stop at the line of bare justice. He 
«*devises liberal things;”’ and loves to practice, as God ena- 
bles him, the sublime virtues of generosity, kindness, and mer- 
cy. Assailed by injuries, his triumph consists not in aveng- 
ing but in forgiving them. Renouncing the pomps and vani- 
ties of the world, he ‘sets his affection on things above;’? 
and steadily moves onward in his pilgimage to the land 
of immortal glory. Every thing that tends to hinder his 
progress he shuns with care; and values other things in pro- 
portion as they draw him toward God and qualify him for 
heaven. : 

Here is a sketch of what I understand by a consistent 
Christian, one whose ‘conversation is as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ.” And blessed be God, it is a character 
which may be, and is, by the grace of his Holy Spirit, in 
some good measure realized. Such Christians there are dis- 
persed abroad in wilderness of our world. O that all were 
such who assume and bear the Christian name. 


MELANCTHON. 


For the Evangelical and Literary Magazine. 


THE INCARNATION. 


REFLECTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS. 


Tue world is governed by a wise, but mysterious provi- 
dence. All occurrences were foreseen and arranged, and 
occupy their proper places in the grand scheme of the uni- 
verse; but all are not equally important. Neither are those 
always of the greatest consequence, which appear to be the 
most momentous in the eyes of men. When one tyrant sup- 
plants another—when a nation changes its form of govern- 
ment, or when a victorious army spreads desolation through 
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the neighbouring countries, the world is filled with the ru- 
mour of these events; and all men stand aghast with aston- 
ishment, and anxiously wait to see whai the end of these things 
will be. The politician profoundly meditates on their causes, 
and tests his principles, by the occurrences which he sees 
passing before his eyes. The historian, prepares his pen, to 
hand them down, in a connected series, to latest posterity; 
and the poet, in colours more durable than those which the 
mineral, or vegetable kingdom furnishes, endeavours to exhi- 
bit the full portrait of the principal actors in these interest- 
ing scenes. But at the same time, there may be events oc- 
curring, of far greater importance, in God’s government of 
the world, which attract the attention of nobody—which poli- 
ticians, historians and poets, overlook, as beneath their no- 
tice, because they see not their important connexions and con- 
sequences. Of how little consequence, is it, to us, that Ceesar 
filled the West, and Pompey the East, with his victories? That 
the former, overthrew the latter, and the established govern- 
ment of his country at the same time? that Augustus swayed 
his sceptre over the whole world? or that the family of the 
Herods obtained the dominion of Judea? But how interest- 
ing to know, that in the remote province of Galilee, in the 
obscure village of Nazareth,—of the royal line of David, 
there was a woman, whose name was Mary? A woman, 
selected from all the tribes of the earth, from all the daugh- 
ters of Israel, from all the virgins of Judah, and frem all 
the fair sisters of the house of David, to be the mother of our 
Lord! O happy virgin! Highly favoured of the Lord? 
Thou art blessed among women! All nations and gen- 
erations shall call thee blessed! None of the natural sons 
or daughters of Adam was ever thus honoured. Eve our 
mother thought that this honour was destined for her. When 
she brought forth her first born son, she exclaimed « I have 
gotten a man, the Lord,’’ but behold it was a murderer, that 
she embraced, instead of the Messiah. Every pious woman, 
we may suppose, wished and perhaps hoped, to become the 
mother, of that seed, who was to bruise the serpent’s head. 
But the event was long deferred, and was reserved, to be 
the peculiar privilege of Mary. 

If we may be permitted, to indulge our imagination, in 
conjecturing, what were the dispositions of her mind, and 
what the virtuous feelings of her heart, we may supposes 
that she was as near perfection, as any of the human race, 
ever was. But although, the honour of being the mother of 
Christ was great, yetit required much self-denial and a high 
degree of lively faith in this pure virgin, to expose herself to 
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all the obloquy and danger, which attended her peculiar situ- 
ation. ‘There is no sacrifice, more dear or difficult, than that 
of female reputation. Many women, who possess nice and 
delicate feelings, would much rather lose their lives, than 
bring any stain upon their characters, even if they could re- 
tain the consciousness of the most prnaitg innocence. Any 
blot can more easily be obliterated, than that which affects 
the honour of the female character. But God in his wisdom 
had provided against the infainy to which this holy woman 
ras exposed. He had so ordered matters, that she was es- 
poused to a good and virtuous man, before the messenger of 
God had announced to her, that she should be the mother of 
Jesus. But here, her faith had a new, and apparently, a 
eveater difficulty to encounter. It was death, by the Mosaic 
law, for an espoused woman, to be found pregnant. Her sit- 
uation was now too visible to admit of concealment, if she 
had wished it. What then must have been her sensations, 
upon meeting with her betrothed husband? And what must 
have been his chagrin, disappointment, and jealousy, when he 
saw the condition of one who he had supposed, was a pure 
and holy virgin? Most men would have been for letting the 
law have its most rigorous course, upon one, who appeared 
to be the most faithless of the frail daughters of Eve. But 
Joseph was a manofa merciful disposition. He did not think 
it necessary, as a private man, to prosecute an unfortunate 
delinquent, with all the severity, which even the law of God 
authorised. ‘This does not imply any reflexion upon the 
equity of the law; it is not necessary that the best law should 
have in every instance, a rigorous execution. It will no 
doubt be acceptable to God, that mercy should sometimes in- 
terpose, and save the unhappy offender, where it can be done, 
without weakening the authority of the law. Joseph had 
revolved this matter in his mind, and had taken his resolu- 
tion. He could not reconcile it to himself, to have any connex- 
ion, with a person who appeared evidently to him, to be an 
adulteress; but at the same time, he resolved that he would not 
expose her to public shame, and to a cruel death, by calling 
for the execution of the law provided in that case. A middle 
course appeared to him preferable, and he was thinking about 
putting her away in a private manner, when, The angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying Joseph thow son 
of David, fear not to take wnto thee Mary thy wife; for that 
which is conceived in her is of ihe Holy Ghost: And she shall 
bring fortha Son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” Then Joseph being raised 
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from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 


took unto him his wife; andknew her not wntil she had brought 
orth her first born son, and he called his name Jesus. ‘Thus 
wonderfully did the Lord provide tor the comfort and repu- 
tation of the mother of our Saviour, and not only for her, 
but for him; for he needed such a fostef-father, as Joseph, to 
assist his mother in protecting and cherishing him in his in- 
fancy. The secret seems to have remained with them, and 
was unknown to any, except to Elizabeth the wife of Zach- 
arias, the mother of John. Gabriel informed Mary of the 
situation of her cousin, and she soon paid her a visit, but 
when Mary entered the house, Elizabeth wa8 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and clearly understood all that had happened. 
For she immediately spake out with a loud voice, and said, 
blessed art thow among women and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, and whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord, 
should come tome? We may guess, but we cannot fully con- 
ceive, What sweet, and heavenly intercourse, these holy and 
highly favoured women, had together. ‘Two purer souls, 
perhaps never met upon earth, and perhaps no two of God’s 
people were ever more highly favoured. They were about 
soon to be mothers in Israel of a truth. The one had assur- 
ance that she should be the mother of a great prophet, who 
was to come in the power and spirit of Elias, and who was to 
be an eminent preacher of righteousness, and to be the bles- 
sed instrument, of turning many of the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
The other, had the most indubitable evidence, that she would 
soon become the mother of the long expected Messiah—the 
branch of Jesse, Immanuel—The Lord Jesus Christ, God 
over all, blessed forever more. We may suppose, that Mary 
during the whole period of her gestation, was filled with the 
sweetest peace, the most delightful serenity, the most ecstatic 
joy, the most sublime and ineffable anticipations of heaven. 
I cannot doubt, but that the Holy Ghost shed continually 
upon her, a pure, and beatifying influence. I perceive clear 
evidence of the elevated, and happy frame of her spirit, in 
the words she uttered, upen hearing the salutations of Eliza- 
beth « My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. For three months, did Mary con- 
tinue her visit. O, whata guest, had now Zacharias and 
his wife the opportunity of entertaining! It is probable, 
that Mary chose this, as a suitable place of retirement. 
to avoid the scrutiny, and observation, of a censorious world, 
3 
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for it seems entirely probable, that this visit was paid, be- 
tore Joseph took her home to his own house. 

Well, theimportant day drew nigh, when the Saviour should 
be born. But Nazareth was not the place foretold, Bethle- 
hem was clearly designated, as the native city of Immanuel. 
This was the city of David, and lay a few miles from Jeru- 
salem to the South East. This was known to the Priests 
and Scribes to be the predicted spot, for Herod applied to. 
them to know, and they recited to him the prophecy. nd 
thou Bethlehem in the land of Judah, art not the least among 
the princes of Judah, for out vy ‘hall come a governor that 
shall rule my people Israel. But, uow shall Mary come 
thither? Nazareth is very remote, and probably she has nei- 


ther kindred nor acquaintance there. ‘The Lord provides 


for the fulfilment of his own predictions. Ten thousand agents 
shall be set to work if necessary. ‘The Roman Emperor is as 
much at his command, as any other, and he uses his instru- 
mentality, whilst he is pursuing his own petty affairs. Cesar 
Augustus issued his decree for taxing the world, and this 
carries Joseph to Bethlehem, for every one was obliged, it 
seems, to repair to his own proper city. Mary will not be 
left behind. She knew that her time was near at hand, and 
that Bethlehem was the spot in which the Messiah was to be 
born. She therefore saw the hand of God in this arbitrary 
decree of Cesar; and although, in no very good condition 
for travelling, she makes no delay, but goes with her espous- 
ed husband to the place which was to be forever memorable 
by a Saviour’s birth. W ell, the strangers arrive—what sort 
of a reception do they find? ‘The town is full of people—The 
Inn is crowded with guests, and we may suppose that Joseph 
did not appear in such state, as to attract any particular 
attention. He was but a plain man, a carpenter by trade. 
and besides very poor. We need not be surprised theretore, 
that these worthy people could not procure any lodging in 


‘the Inn. They did not complain of this, for the Inn was full 


already: they therefore took up their lodging in a stable. 
We may think that Mary’s apparent situation ought to have 
induced the people to have yielded a room to her, and not to 
have driven a poor pregnant woman to take up her abode in a 
stable with the cattle; but human nature was then much as it 
is now. Nothing is to be expected from people at large, and 
especially from those who frequent public places, but a regard 
to their own interest and accommodation. Persons are treated 
according to the shew and parade which they make. A de- 
testable villain is often received with attention and complais- 
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ance, because he dresses in fine clothes, and rides in a fine 
carriage, while the modest and virtuous man is treated with 
neglect or contempt, because he is poor. But God intended 
by this event, to throw shame on worldly grandeur, to stain 
the pride of man’s glory.—He would not permit his son to be 
born in a palace, norin anelegant apartment, nor dine in a 
common Inn, but he selects a stable and a manger, for the 
birth-place of the king of kings. Blush ye proud and luxuri- 
ous mortals, and be eternally confounded with shame, for ye 
have no part with the lowly Jesus. There was no room for 
them in the Inn. It is a trite remark, that Inns, until this 
day, are not very ready to receive the Saviour. Even the 
imperfect members of Christ, often find poor entertainment 
at such houses. Ifany man wish to see the Christian world 
in its most discouraging aspect, let him go to public houses, 
and attend to the language and conduct of those who claim 
the world as their possession. A child of God, had often 
better be with his Lord in a stable, than in a sumptuous 
house, where he hears his Saviour blasphemed and his God 
dishonoured; and sees iniquity ride triumphant, without dis- 
guise. Let us not regret therefore, that Jesus was born in a 
stable; nor that men paid little attention to his parents. 
(sod was near to them. The heavenly hosts were attentive 
to the event of this propitious hour. Wise men from a far 
country were on their way to hail the infant Redeemer, and 
Herod, and all his court, were in consternation upon the oc- 
casion. Yea, Satan himself trembled on his throne, and his 
dark dominion tottered to its base. Theshepherds who were 
watching their flocks in the field. beheld an unusual light 
and glory advancing towards them, and were struck with 
religious dread:—but scon their fears were dispelled by an 
angelic voice, which accosted them with the cheering words, 
«Fear not, for behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy 
which shall be io all people, for unto you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord, and sud- 
denly there was with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will towards men. God regards no 
man for his wealth, or on account of his high station, or for 
the sake of the trappings of worldly grandeur. He is no 
respecter of»men’s persons. In his view, the king on his 
throne, sinks to a Jevel with his lowest subject. Genuine 
piety, is by him as fully appreciated, when found in a cot- 
tage as when it stands connected with princely oy priestly 
robes. ‘There were many great men in the world at this 
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time,—powerful princes, wealthy grandees and learned phi- 
losophers, but to none of them was the angel sent to announce 
this extraordinary event. Neither the high priest nor san- 
hedrim of the Jews, nor any of their celebrated Rabbis, and 
Doctors of law, were honored with the first sight of the infant 
Saviour: but to humble shepherds, who were watching their 
flocks in the open field, was this good news announced—to 
them did the angel appear, and in their hearing was sung by 
a celestial choir, with heavenly music, the song of praise, 
which has been already repeated. When the angels were 
gone away from them to heaven, the Shepherds said one to 
another, let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto 
us. And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe lying ina manger. ‘These honest men of simple 
life, enjoyed the privilege first after his parents, of gazing 
upon that lovely child, the babe of Bethlehem, the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the w orld. Let pious poverty be encouraged 
to look up. Your Saviour has consecrated and blessed the 
condition of the humble poor. Your bed is hard, your fare 
is coarse, your clothing mean—but behold your Saviour God 
lies in a manger! In a stable he drew his first breath. Com- 
plain no more——-Fellowship with Christ in suffering is the 
highest honor. 


ame 


Solitary Musings in a Church Yard in Philadelphia, a. . 1808. 


Nor many weeks ago, I spent the interval of public wor- 
ship in a church yard. After wandering about for some time 
among the tombs, and reading the inscriptions which friend- 
ship had engraved to the memory of the dead; I seated my- 
self under the shade of a venerable willow, and gave myself 
up to melancholy musings on the frailty and mortality of 
man. ‘These thoughts which were at first general, and not 
sufficiently interesting, to rouse the mind from its torpidness, 
became personal, and very impressive, by the following cir- 
cumstance. I perceived, by casting my eyes around, that 
the very spot on which I was then seated*, would probably 
be the place in which my body would be deposited; where, by 
the usual process of corruption, it would return to original 


*The spot here referred tois now oceupied by the body of the venera- 
able Dr. Hoge. 
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dust, and where it would remain, until it should be awakened 
by the sound of the Archangel’s voice. I surveyed this small 
portion of earth with an interest and concern, which } never 
before felt in the view of any inanimate object. « Under 
these clods, said I to myself, shalt thou lie. With this dust 
shall my body in a short time be mingled. Without sensation, 
without the least degree of active power even as much as 
would be sufiicient to repel the worms, shalt thou lie impri- 
soned inthis narrow cell.’”? Whilst with melancholy and fixed 
attention I gazed upon the ground beneath my feet, 1 observ- 
ed that several small insects had already taken up their abode 
in the dust before me. ‘The words of Job came torcibly into 
my mind. * Z said unto corruption, thou art ny father; to the 
worm, thou art my mother and my sister. Job vii. 14. 
The longer I meditated on the grave, the more gloomy did 
the destined mansion appear——my spirits sunk, and my soul 
was overwhelmed with melancholy; until the pleasing doctrine 
of the resurrection occurred to my thoughts, and revived my 
desponding mind. Then I looked upon the dreary mansion 
with boldness, and felt a degree of triumph whilst these other 
words of Job were recollected, Job. xiv. 26. * And though af- 
ter my skin, the worms destroy this body, yet mn my flesh shall 
I see God, whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall be- 
hold and not another.’ The prospect of a resurrection to life 
filled me with a pleasure which I cannot well describe. I des- 
pised death, and bid defiance to corruption. But my joy was 
like the vivid flash of lightning-upon the face of a dark cloud. 
A single thought threw me into painful consternation. « Sup- 
pose that you should be mistaken in your hopes, and that in- 
stead of being raised to everlasting life, you should rise to 
everlasting shame and contempt?” For a moment I dwelt 
upon the idea, and imagined what my situation would be at 
the resurrection day, if this supposition should be realized; 
but the impression was too painful to be borne. I shrunk 
with horror from the contemplation of a scene so replete with 
misery and despair. I exclaimed; O! is there no method of 
arriving at complete certainty on this infinitely important 
subject! A transient consideration of several passages of 
scripture afforded some relief to my anxious mind. I remem- 
bered that it was written « Give all diligence to make your 
calling and election sure.” I instantly resolved that no exer- 
tion should be wanting on my part to secure eternal life. But 
whilst L was thinking upon the means necessary to be used, 
to accomplish this all-important object, another thought came 
suddenly across my mind, which threw me back into tortur- 
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ing perplexity. It was this, « Your future destiny is immu- 
tably fixed. If you are to be eternally miserable nothing 
can change the trreversible decree which has determined it.” 
i attempted to obtain relief from the painful perturbation 
which this thought produced, by taking refuge in the opinion 
that the future condition of men was not predestinated; that 
although future events were foreknown to God, yet that there 
was no purpose, or decree, by which they were made immu- 
tably certain: but a little reflection soon convinced me that 
this was a fallactous source of relicf. For if my future con- 
dition be certainly foreknown, the event must be unchanga- 
bly fixed. Foreknowledge it is granted does net cause this 
certainty but it supposes it, and could not exist without it. 
If an event may occur contrary to foreknowledge, the inevi- 
table inference would be, that the percipient being was mis- 
taken, and really did not know what would happen. But if 
the event must correspond with the foreknowledge of God, 
then it is as immutably fixed as if it had been predestinated. 
There may be a difference in the views which these two opini- 
ons give us of the character and government of God, but as 
far as relates to the possibility of producing an alteration by 
our exertions, in theevents which will occur, they amount to 
the very same thing. In the next place I turned my thoughts 
for a mement to the opinion that my future condition was un- 
known even to the Deity, but my mind quickly recoiled from 
the consideration of an opinion so fraught with impiety. I 
found I was leaping for relief rato the dark gulph of atheism, 
which has neither bottom nor shore: for if the Deity be un- 
acquainted with future events, it is impossible that he should 
have any plan for the government of the universe. Events 
may occur which are altogether unexpected by him, and which 
of course may entirely disconcert his measures. It would 
Jead to the opinion that the ever blessed God was like his frail 
creatures, subject to the most anxious suspense on account of 
his uncertainty respecting what might take place. But it is 
unnecessary to pursue this blasphemous idea any farther.— 
‘lo deny the certain foreknowledge of God is to deny that 
there is any God. Without the attribute of omniscience, he 
would cease to be perfect, and would not be a proper object 
of supreme adoration, nor could we place unlimited confidence 
in him. , 

I began now to think that the difficulty which gave me so 
much uneasiness could not be removed; but it occurred to me 
that it might proceed altogether from the weakness of my un- 
verstanding: that the subject was too profound to-be fathom- 
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ed by the line of human intellect; or at least by a mind of 
such limited views and narrow comprehension as mime. k 
determined, therefore, to withdraw my thoughts from the 
fruitless labour of investigating an incomprehensible subject; 
and to confine my ideas to principles more level to my capa- 
city, and more within the grasp of distinct conception. I re- 
collected that the same difficulty existed with regard to aH 
the common affairs of this life, as well as the life to come; and 
yet men proceeded in their usual pursuits without any ob- 
struction. ‘The use and application of the appropriate means 
accomplished the desired object. No man was deterred from 
planting or sowing in consequence of his belief of the certain- 
ty of future events. 

I concluded therefore, that whatever difficulty there might 
be in speculation, with respect to this matter, there would in 


fact be none, provided I sincerely used those means of salva- 


tion which God in his word had pointed out. And that al- 
though the destiny of man was fixed in the view and purpose 
of God, yet not independently of the proper means to bring 
it about, and therefore that this doctrine ought not to discour- 
age the use of means, but ought to furnish the strongest mo- 
tives, for earnest engagedness in using them diligently and 
properly. It is the indissoluble connection betwixt the means 
and the end, which renders the latter certain. If there exist- 
ed no such connection and no such consequent certainty, then 
would it be a hopeless thing to make use of exertions. 

With these thoughts and conclusions I felt satisfied, altho’ 
E was still conscious, that there was something incompre- 
hensible, to my mind, in the subject. 

I then renewed my resolution, to apply myself to the earn- 
est unremitted pursuit of salvation, and felt the pleasing hope 
return, that by the blessing of God, my exertions would be 
crowned with success. I began to anticipate with pleasure 
the resurrection of my body from the sleep of death. 

I began now to view the spot on which I was seated with 
awe and veneration. I attempted to imagine the circumstan- 
ces in which I should be placed when I should start from the 
tomb, and open my eyes upon the descending judge. It seem- 
ed impossible that I should be free from surprise and dread, 
when all nature would be thrown into the convulsive strug- 
gle of dissolution, and when the glory of heaven should come 
down upon earth. But I could readily suppose, that if my 
judge should smile upon me, and speak comfortably to me, 
my consternation and dread would soon be succeeded by ex 
atic joy, and rapture. 
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I looked around among the adjacent tombs to see what com- 
pany I was likely to have on that interesting moment; for so 
prone are we to transfer the feelings of the present state to 
every other, that I thought it would be a pleasure to have a 
known friend standing by my side at this awful crisis. But 
although human bodies lay contiguously all around, and even 
tier upon tier in double ranks, waiting for the last. trumpet 
to sound, yet i knew them not. In what character and state 
they left this life, and with what bodies they should rise, | was 
totally ignorant. I saw indeed very near to. me a grave-stone 
which indicated that an infant of a few days, lay buried there. 
I was rather perplexed than comforted by considering the 
case of this infant. 

My perplexity did not arise from an apprehension that for 
want of baptism, or from any other cause it would by the 
judge of all the earth be doomed to everlasting torments. I 
can go far in believing mysterious and awful doctrines upon 
the clear testimony of ‘God in his word; but in cases 
where his word is silent, and in which it is natural and law- 
ful to indulge conjecture, I will forever adopt that. senti- 
ment which represents the Supreme Being in the most amiable 
point of light. I am free therefore to declare, that I entertain 
no apprehension that infants who die before they do in their 
own persons, good or evil, will be made eternally miserable. 
But what course will be pursued with respect to them [I know 
not. We read that the judgment will be regulated according 
to the deeds done in the body, but these have no deeds done in 
their body to answer for. Therefore there must be a differ- 
ence in this respect between them and others. Besides, in 
what state of ignorance or improvement may we suppose them 
to rise?) Will intellectual maturity be granted to them in an 
instant? Or shall we suppose that the soul is in a state of 
training in the intermediate duration betwixt, death and judg- 
ment; and that it will return to the body furnished with ideas 
and attainments acquired without its help? This supposition 
will answer well enough for those who shall have been long 
dead, but not for them who shal! be found alive on the earth. 
But why perplex ourselves with needless difficulties? The 
Jwilge of all the earth will do right: and he has power to do 
what we know nothing of. Pious parents who have lost 
children, may rest in the assured hope, that they shall go to 
them. And with respect to every thing else, I find more in 
the declaration of our Saviour, *¢ for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven” than in all the vain notions of my own mind, or the 
reasonings of other men, 














1821.] THEOLOGY. 95 


But it was not long before I observed near to me, the tomb 
of a pious* minister of the gospel, who had in former years, 
been my instructor, my guide, and my friend. I had often 
heard his voice from the pulpit, as if it had been the voice of 
an angel. For whatever he might have been to others, a 
messenger he was from God to me. By his conversation, 
[ had been relieved and comforted when involved in great 
darkness, and inclosed with difficulties. I now recollected, 
(as if I had seen him present.) his solemn countenance and pier- 
cing eye. His voice toned by the awful impression of eternal 
realities on his own heart, seemed to resound in my ears.— 
His very attitude and smile, and usual garb, were all painted 
onmy fancy. If I had been allowed to select from all the 
persons whom I ever saw, a companion for this tremendous 
day, none would have been chosen with greater predilec- 
tion than this very person. But the doubt occurred, « Shall 
we know each other then??? The change no doubt will be 
very great which the bodies of Saints will undergo; « this 
mortal will put on immortality,” And that which was sown 
an « earthly” will rise up a «celestial body;’’ but still I must 
believe, old friends will, without difficulty, recognise one 
another. If there should be no external marks of the iden- 
tity of person, yet mutual intercourse and conversation, will 
enable us to ascertain, whether those with whom we converse, 
were our inmates and friends on earth. But with respect to 
this venerable servant of God, I thought I should possess this 
advantage that I should see him come forth from his tomb, 
and however transformed by the assumption of a glorious 
body, and celestial raiment, I could not be mistaken in him. 
These musings were soon checked by the consideration that 
my Savieur and my Judge (if indeed I should be found in his 
book of life) would occupy all my thoughts, and absorb all 
my attention. O what an interesting, pleasing, awful scene 
will the light of this day exhibit to every believer. ««O Jesus! 
thou Son of God and Saviour of the World to whom also the 
jadgment is committed, look down with mercy upon me. 
and prepare me for thy second advent. Amen. 


* John B. Smith, D.D. Edit. 
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For the Evangelical and Literary Magazine. 


A FEATURE OF EVANGELICAL MORALITY, 


WHETHER men care for religion and eternity or not, there 
is a very general agreement in the necessity of observing good 
rules of moral conduct. Without morals, how are individual 
health, credit, and peace to be secured? What would be- 
come of domestic harmony and quiet? And how could the 
great system of social life be carried on so as tolerably to 
answer the ends for which itis instituted? Particularly, how 
can our republican liberty be preserved, if passion is exten- 
sively suffered to snatch the reins out of the hands of reason, 
and all restraints upon the irregular propensities of the human 
heart are scouted and given to the winds? 

We may assert, without fear of contradiction, that the re- 
ligion of the New Testament takes under its patronage all 
those great precepts of morality which are needful to regulate 
our practice, and enforces them by sanctions.the most im- 
pressive and commanding. ‘The universality of the range of 
the Christian code, the high and spiritual purity which it 
enjoins, and the weight of the retributions which it sets be- 
fore our view, can never be too often nor too earnestly de- 
lineated. 

But there is one trait of the scheme of right conduct exhi- 
bited in the gospel which has not, in my opinion, been brought 
forward and dwelt upon with the frequency which it justly 
demands:—I mean the fact that our moral legislator and 
judge is the Lord Jesus Christ our Redeemer. While he de- 
livers us, by his vicarious obedience and sufferings, from the 
guilt of our sins and the condemnation to which they have ex- 
posed us, he takes the holy law of God into his own hand for 
the direction of our lives, and becomes the immediate master 
of our affections and our actions. This truth is every where 
inculcated in our sacred writings, and made the discrimin- 
ating motive of our warfare against aH the powers of temp- 
tation and depravity. It seems unnecessary to make a la- 
boured proof of a point so evident to all who are acquainted 
with the pages of the inspired volume. Here we are told 
that “*we are not our own, but are bought with a price,” 
even the precious blood of Christ; and therefore we are re- 
quired to ** glorify God in our bodies and our spirits which 
are God’s.”” Our Saviour is said to have “ given -himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
nnto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
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«¢ The grace of God, which bringeth salvation, teaches us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.” And 
the great Apostle Paul, accounting for that zeal in the cause 
of righteousness which astonished many of his contemporaries, 
refers emphatically to this very principle. ‘The love of 
Christ, says he, constraineth us; because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead:—-and that he died for 
all, that they who live should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto him who died for them, and rose again.” 
Yea, such peculiar energy do these inspired writers appear to 
ascribe to this principle, that though they neither despise 
nor neglect any topic of legitimate arguments in favour of 
holiness, they manifestly subordinate ‘all others to this, and 
hardly ever lay down even any particular branch of duty 
without annexing a heart-felt reference to the doctrine of our 
redemption by Jesus Christ. 

Now I say that this is not an arbitrary appointment of 
Heaven, but one full of wisdom, and happily adapted to the 
constitution of our nature. Moral rules of uprightness and 
benevolence we must obey, rules which call upon us for self- 
denial, and habitual opposition to the allurement, of sin, and 
the inward proneness of our hearts to go astray from the 

aths of rectitude. How is this mighty task to be accom- 
plished? Not at all, as Christians believe, without the al- 
mighty grace of the Holy Spirit; that grace which those who 
are too haughty to submit to the gospel universally treat with 
contempt. But our present question relates to the means or 
motives best suited for the purpose in hand. If we abandon 
this heart-subduing impression of redeeming love, what are 
to be our substitutes for it? The laws of honour are partial 
and fluctuating; and their operation, so far as they do operate, 
rests upon the observance and opinion of the surrounding 
world. If the temptation to a secret crime be very powerful, 
if the hope be strong that men will never penetrate that se- 
erecy; are these boasted laws of honour likely to forma suffi- 
cient barrier against the inroads of passion? But reason, it 
is supposed, by some, will be all-prevailing in behalf of 
virtue? Alas, do we not sce and feel its inefficacy every 
day? Mere intellectual conviction of what is right and 
obligatory, or the mere knowledge of our duty, is a 
thing too abstract, too cold, too feeble, to resist and 
overcome the current of our forbidden appetites and desires, 
The love of Christ in dying for us on the cross is a motive 
inexpressibly more touching and energetic. Kyen all the sa- 
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lutary apprehensions of reward or punishment in a future, 
distant world must yield the palm to this evangelical motive. 
The Christian is called to fight the good fight of conformity 


to the laws of righteousness, not only because it is reasonable 


and truly honourable todo so, or because an awful, holy God 
requires it of him, or because very important consequences 
beyond the grave depend upon his compliance; but especially 
because it is the will of his Saviour, and will be received 
with approbation by the Son of God who gave his soul a ran- 
som that we might be rescued from hell, and made heirs of 
immortal bliss and glory, the purchase of his agonies. ‘The 
language of a hearty disciple of Christ must be, how shall I 
testify my gratitude to the adorable Son of God, who loved 
me, a daring rebel, with such love as struck all heaven with 
amazement, came down to this wretched earth to seek my lost 
soul, groaned, bled, and expired on the accursed tree under 
the burden of my transgressions, lives to intercede for me in 
the court above, and has called me to partake of all the 
blessings which infinite wisdom could devise, and infinite love 
bestow? If we simply look at the fitness of means to the ends 
intended to be produced by them, we may challenge the in- 
genuity of man to name any weapon which can be compared 
in its structure and temper with this, for effectual execution 
in the mighty conflict of virtue with iniquity. The doctrine 
of the cross is at once the foundation of all our warrantable 
hopes of peace with God, and the grand instrument of our 
progress to moral per fection in this scene of uwtintermitting 
trial. And the experience of Christians accords with this 
representation of things so clearly and strongly as to form a 
conclusive proof of its correctness. Inthe hour of pressing 
temptation to evil; when reason would be silenced amidst the 
importunate clamours of wrong inclination; when the dim 
visions of eternity would retreat far behind the seductive pic- 
ture of present but prohibited enjoyment; in such an hour 
the conscious impression of a Saviour’s mercy will render 
the struggling soldier victorious over his enemies. How can 


' IT yield, he will say, to this abominable thing which pierced 


my compassionate Lord to the heart? How can I bear, for 
the sake of a little, momentary, guilty gratification, to dis- 
please and wound that Jesus who interposed his blood to rescue 
me from such ruinous evils as this? His eye is upon me, 
his grace ready to help me; and methinks I hear him say, 
‘if thou lovest me, keep my commandments.” O my Re- 
deemer, thy love is shed abroad in my heart; I feel that « 1 
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can do all things through thee who strengthenest me,” and 
cheerest my soul with the smiles of thy face. 

The proposition which I have attempted to illustrate has 
abundant analogies in the common affairs of life. How dif- 
ferently do we render the service of love and gratitude to 2 
dear friend or benefactor, from the manner in which we obey 
the general directions of reason merely! So exquisitely is 
the gospel adapted to subdue us to God, to carry on and com- 
plete the vast concern of our salvation. Should any one ask 
me for the most ready and efficacious means to live a holy life 
in this world of corruption and enchantment, I would not 
scruple to say, dwell much, in the attitude of faith and prayer, 
at the foot of our Immanuel’s cross. ‘Think much of him who 
loved thee and gave himself for thee; so shalt thou find thy- 
self dying more and more unto sin, and rising more and more 
unto that righteousness and purity in which the glory of the 
Saviour himself consists. His love shall bear thee above the 
waves of temptation, and land thee safely in the haven of 
eternal rest. 

Certain it is that, in a land of evangelical light, the man 
who is too proud to be « under law to Christ,”? and will not 
give to his moral obedience the shape of subjection and de- 
votion to him who was crucified on Calvary that we might be: 
saved from destruction, shall never inherit the kingdom which. 
he is gone to prepare for his humble disciples. 

MELANCTHON. 


|The following little Tract has just been received from a valuable corres- 
pondent in Liverpool. We insert it that our countrymen may see how 
the pious on the other side of the Atlantic write about the subject on. 
which they here treat.] 


A WORD FOR THE BIBLE: 
AN ADDRESS 


From a Minister to his Parishioners. 
Drarty BELoveEn, 

AWFUL is the woe denounced against the Spiritual 
Watchman, who shall neglect, in the hour of danger, to blow 
the trumpet, and give the people warning; even « the blood 
of “him, to whom he giveth not warning, shall be required 
at the Watchman’s hand.’? Remembering then His word, 
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who shall judge us in the last day, and fearful of incurring 
the blood-guiltiness of souls, I bid you in the most solemn 
manner to beware of those, who lie in wait to deceive in the 
present day: who are diligently bent on ruining the present 
peace, and the future prospects of mankind; who despise do- 
minion, speak evil of dignities, and promise men liberty, 
while they themselves are the servants of corruption. 

It is true, this is the land of Bibles, and the age in which 
we are privileged to behold a remarkable revival of true re- 
ligion: day after day the heart is gladdened with intelligence, 
that the Word of God has free course and is glorified; that 
the Church at home 1s widening her cords and strengthening 
her stakes; and that Christ is becoming a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel. 

But itis likewise awfully true, that this isa day of Rebuke 
and Blasphemy, in which bold bad men have arisen, speaking 
perverse things, even denying the Lord, who bought them; 
men who would cast down both the Altar and the Throne; 
would rob the Christian of his Charter, and strip him of his 
hope, liis help, his heaven. 

Sincerely do I wish that [ may be bringing strange things 
to your ears, in telling you of these false teachers and their 
pernicious ways: [ could hope, that you are still uncorrupted 
by their word, which eateth as doth a canker:—but yet I 
dare not, with the woe recorded, sounding in vty ears, forbear 
to lift up my warning voice. 

Oh, my people should evil men and seducers come amongst 
you, and seek to turn you away from the Truth, pray for 
grace, that you may stand fast in the Lord: that, being 
grounded and settled in the faith, you may not be moved 
away from the hope of the Gospel.—-Nay, more, I would 
urge you to contend earnestly for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, and be ready to give, to every one that \asketh 
you, a reason for the hope that is in you. 

Tell them, you are resolved, by the help of God, to hold 
on inthe good old way, which so many wise and holy men 
have trodden before you: Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, 
Saints: they could find no other road that leadeth to life, 
save the strait gate and the narrow way of Scripture; and 
having counted the cost, they strove and agonized to enter 
in thereat. 

Tell them that you cannot part with your Bible; that it is 
your food, your sword, and your solace: that it contains 
words whereby a man may be saved; that it is a lantern 
unto your feet, and a light unto your paths: nay, that they 
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themselves confirm the truth of the Bible, which declares, 
«‘there shall come mockers in this last time, walking after 
‘¢ their own ungodly lusts.” 

Tell them you canown no other than a covenant-God, who 
while he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, hath sworn 
that he hath no pleasure in the death of him that dieth; and 
hath found out a wonderous method of reconciling the world 
unto himself, through the blood of the Cross; by which he 
can be just, and yet the justifier ef him that believeth in 
Jesus. 

Tell them, your absolute need of Jesus Christ, his Son: 
that as sinners you are utterly undone without such a Sav- 
iour; one who is not less able than he is willing to save to 
the uttermost all that come to God by him: in whose blood 
there is a fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness: yea, so 
essential is this Saviour to you, that you are ready, in com- 
parison, to count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Tell them, that you can do nothing effectual without the 
aid of God the Holy Ghost: that he helpeth your infirmities, 
and teaches you what you should pray for as you ought; that 
you need his daily grace as much as you need your daily 
bread: that he takes of the things of Jesus and shews them 
unto you; and that he intercedes in you and with you upon 
earth; while the Son of God intercedes for you in heaven. 

Te!'l them, that each person in the Blessed Trinity sustains 

a part you cannot dispense with, in the great work of Salva- 
tion: the Son redeems, the Father forgives, the Spirit sancti- 
fies: and that when you can cry with a feeling of adoption, 
Abba Father! you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. 
” "Tell them, that this is the Salvation, which the goodly fel- 
lowship of the Prophets foretold, which the glorious com- 
pany of the Apostles preached, and the noble army of Mar- 
tyrs sealed with their blood. 

Tell them of Stephen, calmly breathing out his soul under 
a shower of stones, and praying for his murderers amidst their 
scoffs and insults: «Lord Jesus receive my spirit!—Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” 

Tell them of Ignatius, who met the wild beasts let loose 
to devour him, without dismay, joyfully crying, « Now, in- 
«deed, I begin to be a disciple; I weigh neither visible or in- 
“6 ee things, in comparison of an interest in Jesus 
‘* Christ.” 
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Tell them of good old Polycarp, who when he was solicit- 
ed to reproach Christ and save his life, nobly replied; 
‘¢ Eighty and six years have I served Christ, who has never 
‘¢ deserted nor injured me: how then can I blaspheme my 
«* King and Saviour.” | 

Tell them, in later times, of Ridley, and Latimer and Cran- 
mer, bishops of our own land, who yielded their bodies to be 
burned for the truth, as it is in Jesus, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for his name. 

Tell them, with the great Lord Bacon, « There never was 
found in any age of the world, either religion, or law, or dis- 
cipline, that did so highly exalt the public good as the Chris- 
tian faith.” 

Tell them, with the celebrated Boyle, «‘The Bible is a 
matchless volume. It is impossible we can study it too much 
oresteem it too highly. 

Tell them with the incomparable Mewton, « We account 
the Scriptures of God the most sublime philosophy.” 

Tell them with Milton, we are of opinion, * There are no 
songs to be compared with the songs of Zion.” 

Tell them with Locke, that profound reasoner, “The Gos- 
‘‘pel has God for its author, Salvation for its end,—and 
«Truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter.” 

Tell them, with the justly renowned Selden, ‘There is 
‘* no book in the universe, upon which we can rest our souls, 
‘sina dying moment, but the Bible.” 

And tell them too, that the Bible, which these great men 
believed and loved, is equally the poor man’s friend: and 
hence the benevolent wish of our late venerable King, who 
loved his subjects and loved the Scripture,—* I wish that 
«‘ every poor boy in my dominions might be able to read the 
«¢ Bible!” 

For, believe me, wherever the Word of God is received 
in the love of it, in whatever station of life it be, whether a 
palace or a poor-house, there it will uniformly produce the 
same gracious fruits; a humble and contented mind,—a 
kind and «forgiving disposition._—a tender conscience,—a 
‘«‘ holy life,—and usually, a happy death.” 

In proof of this, let me, in conclusion, adduce two strik- 
ing instances from very opposite spheres of life, to shew, how 
suitable is the Salvation of the Gospel to every rank and 
every circumstance. 

Such then was the blessed influence of Divine Truth on 
one, almost the most forlorn of the human race, to whom 
Providence once guided my footsteps in a foreign country: 
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an old, deserted, and dying Negro. Having relieved the 
pressing wants of the body, I was led to talk to him about 
his soul; and I bade him in his sufferings look to Jesus, who 
had suffered so much to redeem us from everlasting woe.—— 
While I was speaking of the. Saviour, the poor creature wept 
like a child, but they were not tears of bitterness; a ray of 
cheerfulness seemed to beam through them: they were those 
tears, which are apt to flow when others speak kindly of 
those we love. Taking me tenderly by the hand, he pressed 
it to his lips, and said in his broken dialect, **’Tankee, my 
«< good Massa; tankee more for this: Jesus is my Saviour 
¢ and my God; him keep me in all my sickness; and Jesus 
« make me no fear death.” 

Such too was its blessed influence upon the mind of a dear 
lamented youth, born to move in a high sphere of life, and 
heir to brilliant worldly prospects—who sojourned for a 
while amongst us, while it was my province to watch over 
his early education. Rare was his talent, and still rarer his 
integrity, and long will the bosom throb, and the tear fall, at 
the recollection of the bright promise, on which the tomb so 
early closed. Short however as was his earthly career, he 
did not live in vain, as he lived to realize religion; to avow 
before his departure his entire reliance on the merits of Jesus 
Christ for salvation; placing no dependence on the purity of 
his own life; but looking simply to Christ, and to him cruci- 
fied. All his hopes were founded on this rock, ‘and he found 
it a rock in his time of need. Supported and cheered by this 
all-sufficient Saviour, he was enabled to resign all his bright 
hopes in life—to give up the world without a sigh, and pro- 
fess himself willing to die and goto Christ. In the pining 
hour of sickness, and in the near approach of death, he ad- 
dressed these memorable words to me, whose salvation he 
anxiously sought to promote—words, which I pray may be 
engraven on our hearts, and realized in our experience:— 
‘* READ THE BIBLE: IT Is THE BIBLE TO WHIcH I wouLD 
“* DIRECT YOUR ATTENTION: ALL MY SUPPORT IS DERIVED 
** FROM THAT HOLY Book.” 

I remain, Dearly Beloved, 


Your affectionate Minister, and Servant in ~—. 
ow. 
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Memoir of the Rev. Henry Martyn, B. D., late fellow of Si. 
John’s College, Cambridge, and Chaplain to the Honourable 
East India Company. By John Sargent junr. First Ame- 
rican edition. Boston. Samuel T. Armstrong. 1820. pp.472. 
price $2 25. 


THe Church of the Lord Jesus Christ has, in every age, 
produced the finest examples of moral sublimity, that have 
ever been. exhibited to the world. This remark might be 
illustrated by instances derived from the ecclesiastical history 
of nearly nineteen centuries, recording as it does, a long se- 
ries of illustrious names from the days of Paul and his fellow 
Apostles to the present day of missionary self-denial and zeal. 
It is the example and the grace of that Saviour, who came 
‘to seek and tosave the lost; who, while he sojourned among 
men, went about doing good; and who at last laid down his 
‘life a ransom for many, that has moulded and matured these 
characters of high excellence and heavenly beauty. ‘The work 
before us opens with a remark, borrowed from Pascal, so 
appropriate that we cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of 
quoting it. 


“It has been well observed, by one* who took a profound view of 
human nature, that there are three very different orbits in which great 
men move and shine, and that each sphere of greatness has its respective 
admirers. There are those whoas heroes fill the world with their exploits; 
they are greeted by the acclamations of the multitude; they are ennobled 
whilst living, and their names descend with lustre to posterity. Others 
there are who, by the brilliancy of their imagination, or the vigor of their 
intellect, attain to honor of a purer anda higher kind; the fame of these is 
confined to a more select number; all have not a discriminating sense of 
their merit A third description there is, distinct from both the former, 
and far more exalted than either; whose excellence consists in a renuncia- 
tion of themselves, and a compassionate love for mankind. In this order 
the Saviour of the world was pleased to appear, and those persons obtain 
the highest rank in it, who, by his grace, are enabled most closely to imi- 
tate his example.” pp. 13, 14. 


It may be proper to apprise the reader, that the principal 
part of the work of which an account is now to be given, has 


* Pascal. 
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been derived from Mr. Martyn’s own journals. Of these an- 
nals of his own life his biographer has made good use; and 
has thus exhibited Mr. M. to us, as he was accustomed, in 
the honesty of his heart, to exhibit himself to himself.” This 
gives absolute authenticity and deep interest to the work. 

Henry Marryn was born at Truro, in the county of 
Cornwall, on the 18th of February 1781. In commen with 
the rest of his family, he had a weakly constitution. His ~ 
father, John Martyn, originally occupied the humble station 
of labourer in the mines, near Gwenap. A most laudable 
custom among the miners, enabled him to better his circum- 
stances. “They werk and rest alternately every four hours. 
These periods of relaxation from bodily labour, are devoted 
to mental improvement. John Martyn employed them so 
_well as to acquire a complete knowledge of Arithmetic, and 
some acquaintance also with the Mathematics. These at- 
tainments, thus made, induced Mr. Daniel, a merchant in 
‘Truro, to take him into his office, where he lived as chief 
clerk, and enjoyed ‘considerably more than a competency.’ 

Henry Martyn, when between seven and eight years of 
age, was placed by hts father at a grammar school in that 
town under the care of the Rev. Dr. Cardew, a man of learn- 
ing and talents. His progress in learning exceeded that of 
his school fellows in general; and was not the most rapid, 
only because he was not the most industrious. His temper 
was lively and cheerful. But he had a natural softness of 
spirit, and an inferiority ef bodily strength, which kept him 
apart from the sperts of his companions, and exposed him to 
ridicule and oppression from them. Assistance in his lessons, 
and deliverance from his oppressors were met by little Henry 
with the most lively gratitude. 

He remained at this school, until he was between fourteen 
and fifteen years of age, and then offered for a scholarship, 
which was vacant in Corpus Christi College, Oxford. His 
examimation was creditable, but his application was without 
success. Mr. Martyn afterwards recorded this disappoint- 
ment as a signal and gracious interpesition ef providence. 
From Oxford he returned to his father’s; and continued to 
attend Dr. Cardew’s school two years longer. At the end 
of which period he was led to direct his views towards the 
university of Cambridge. He commenced residence in 
Qct. 1797, «and began his mathematical pursuits, by at- 
lempting to commit Euclid’s Elements to memory!” And yet 


afterwards, as we shall see, he attained the highest academi- 
cal honours. 
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His character at college was without reproach, and his 
deportment amiable; his application to study was exemplary, 
and his talents greater than ordinary, but he had no true 
knowledge of religion. A student of an age more advanced 
than his, who had been his friend, at the grammar school, 
and continued to be his friend at college, on one occasion at- 
tempted to persuade him, that he ought to attend to reading 
not for the praise of men, but for the glory of God. On this 
he observes, ** This seemed strange to me, but reasonable. I 
resolved, therefore, to maintain this opinion thenceforth; but 
never designed, that I remember, that it should affect my 
conduct.” ** What a decisive mark this, says his biographer, 
of an unrenewed mind?——-What an affecting proof that light 
may break in on the understanding, whilst there is not se 
much as the dawn of it on the heart!” 

Henry Martyn had not only a pious friend at college, a 
blessing of unspeakable importance, but he had likewise a 
sister at home of a most meek, heavenly, and affectionate 
spirit. Both in the seat of learning, then, and at the house 
of his father a lively interest was taken in his spiritual wel- 
fare. It was however severe affliction, occasioned by the 
death of his father, that was made use of to give a decidedly 
religious cast to his character. Thus he himself speaks of 
this most important event in his life. 


*“ At the examination at Christmas 1799,” he writes, “ I was first, and 
the account of it pleased my father prodigiously, who I was told was in 
great health and spirits. What was then my consternation, when, in Jan- 
uary, I received from my brother an account of his death! But while] 
mourned the loss of an earthly parent. the angels in heaven were rejoicing 
at my being so soon to find an heavenly one. AsI had no taste at this 
time for my usual studies, I took up my Bible, thinking that the considera- 
tion of religion was rather suitable to this solemn ume; nevertheless I 
often took up other books to engage my attention, and should have con- 
tinued to do so, had not * * * advised me to make this time an occasion of 
serious reflection. I began with the Acts, as being the most amusing; and, 
whilst I was entertained with the narrative, I found myself insensibly led to 
inquire more attentively into the doctrine of the Apostles. It correspond- 
ednearly enough, with the few notions I had received in my early youth. 
T believe on the first night after, I began to pray from a precomposed form, 
in which I thanked God, in general for having sent Christ into the world. 
But though I prayed for pardon, I had little sense of my own sinfulness: 
nevertheless I began to consider myselfas areligious man. The first time 
{ went tochapel, [saw, with some degree of surprise at my former inatten- 
tion, that, in the Magnificat, there was a greatdegree of joy expressed at 
the coming of Christ, which I thought but reasonable. * * * had lent me 
Doddridge’s Rise and Pregress. The first part of which I could not bear 
to read, necause it appeared to make religion consist too much in humilia- 
tion; and my proud and wicked heart would not bear to be brought down 
into the dust And * * *,to whom I mentioned the gloom which I felt, 
«iter reading the first part of Doddridge, reprobated it strongly—Alas! did 
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he think that we can go along the way that leadeth unto life, without en- 
tering in at ‘the straight gate!” pp. 23, 24, 25. 


Pursuing his studies with unwearied assiduity, Mr. M. 
was again first upon. the list at the college examination. 
But his honours and the studies by which he gained them did 
not take off his mind from * that one thing which is needful.” 
The chief cause of this stability of religious principle was 
his attendance on the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Simeon. 
This gentleman has for a long time, been a preacher in ‘Trini- 
ty Church, Cambridge. And perhaps has been more eminently 
useful in promoting evangelical religion in the Charch of 
England than any man of his age. He is known in this 
country as the author of * Skeletons of Sermons,” a work 
which, perhaps, will do much good in a church where the ma- 
jority of preachers are in the habit of reading sermons made 
to their hands. But it does not suit us. Be this as it may; 
Mr. Simeon is a man, who deserves the love and veneration, 
of all who love the cause of Christ. 

In 1801, Mr. M. stood for a degree in the university, 
and on account of his superiority in the mathematics, obtain- 
cd the highest academical honour. It is worthy of remark 
that in the agitation natural to a young man, about to un- 
dergo an examination for a degree, he looked to religion for 
tranquillity and composure. It is no small thing for a youth 
of twenty to gain the highest honour for mathemathical 
knowledge in Cambridge. Yet Mr. M. says, « I obtained 
my highest wishes, but was surprised to find I had grasped 
a shadow.” But although he thus expresses himself, there 
is singular propriety in the latter part of the following pas- 
sage. 


Having thus attained that station of remarkable merit and eminence, 
upon which his eye from the first had béen fixed, and for which he had toil- 
ed with such astonishing diligence, as to be designated in his college as 
“the man who had not lost an hour,” and having received likewise the first 
of two prizes given annually to the best proficients in Mathematics, amongst 
those bachelors who have just taken their degree,—-in the month of March, 
Henry again visited Cornwall, where, amidst the joyful greetings of all 
his friends, on account of his honourary rewards, his youngest sister was 
alone dejected, not witnessing in him that progress in Christian knowledge 
which she had been fondly led to anticipate. Nor ought we to attribute 
this wholly to that ardency of affection which might dispose her to indulge 
in sanguine and somewhat unreasonable expectations. 

Those who know what human nature is, even after it may have been re- 
newed by the Spirit of God, will not deny that it is more than possible’ 
that his zeal may have somewhat relaxed in the bright sunshine of academ- 
ical honour: and certain it is that his standard of duty, though superior to 
that of the world, was at this time far from reaching that degree of eleva- 
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tion which it afterwards attained. Who can wonder, then, that a person 
tremblingly alive to his best interests, should be not wholly free from ap- 
prehension, and should be continually arging on his conscience the solemn 
sanctions of the Gospel, entreating him to aim at nothing less than Chris- 
tian perfection. pp. 31, 32. 


Men intensely engaged in study, even the study of the 
Bible, have very great need of care and watchfulness, lest 
their knowledge should be enlarged at the expense of their 
piety.—Some of the greatest biblical critics that the world 
has ever seen, have been most sadly ignorant of the true 
character of the religion taught in the Bible. They have 
learned to approach the most awful subjects, and to discuss 
passages containing the ntest affecting doctrines, with as 
much indifference as is felt by common men when engaging 
in the most ordinary operations of every day life. We say 
this, not to discourage study, but to superinduce caution. 
And we think it right to add, that the same effect may be 
produced by the study of practical religion. When men 
eagerly enquire what the Bible teaches, that they may know 
what duties are to be enjoined on others, without making any 
application to themselves; when the object of study is to 
qualify themselves for maintaining a peculiar system against 
all opponents, they are in equal danger. The result of the 
whole is, that, in whatever pursuit engaged, whether head, 
or heart, or hand is employed, we need continual supplies of 
grace, and must exercise constant watchfulness. 

On returning to Cambridge, Mr. Martyn made most ex- 
cellent use of his time and the privileges afforded there, and 
appears to have made great progress in true piety. His let- 
ters written at this period, show a soberness and, maturity. of 
mind mingled with a fervour of religious zeal, highly edify- 
ing and delightful. We wish that it were in our power to 
make large extracts; but it is not. Mr. M., it appears, was 
active inhis endeavours todo good. He tells us on one occa- 
sion of his having visited a family in affliction. They had 
lived in pleasure, and gone to the extent of their income; the 
father was dying, and the wife and children expecting, with 
the bereavement, to be left perfectly destitute. The wife was 
wringing her hands in agony, alternately crying, « O pray 
for his soul,’ and bemoaning her own wretchedness. ¢ It was 
in vain to point to heaven; the heart distracted and over- 
whelmed with worldly sorrow, finds it hard to look to God.’ 
‘Vhe daughters were removed to another house, because, from 


the violence of their grief, they incommoded the sick man. 


Air. Martyn in deepest sympathy called to see them, and 
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found them cheerful! A Gownsman was reading a play to 
them!! Such are the votaries of dissipation! Mr. M. gave the 
young gentleman a rebuke, that he afterwards acknowledged 
when writing to his sister, to be intemperate: but it was bless- 
ed, and the thoughtless youth was afterwards a fellow la- 
bourer with Mr. Martynin India. 

Mr. M’s intercourse with Mr. Simeon was a great help in 
his christian progress, and was the occasion of his devoting 
himself to the work of the ministry. He had intended to 
apply to the law, chiefly, he says, * because he could not con- 
sent to be poorfor Christ’s sake.’ But he now resolved to 
sacrifice every worldly interest to the honour of that Saviour, 
to whom he had committed his immortal concerns.——His va- 
cations were spent among his relations; at other times he 
was at College, where new honours were every year heaped 
on him. It was there that, by the example of such men as 
our David Brainerd, and Dr. Carey the distinguished Bap- 
tist missionary, he was determined to devote his life to the 
service of the heathen in India. This was a heroic resolution. 
it was more than heroic. The hero endangers or sacrifices 
life for glory. Ifhe lives, he expects to hear the shout, of 
applause; if hedies, his name will go down to future ages on 
the page of the historian and in the song of the poet. Mar- 
tyn hoped for neither wealth nor fame. He expected opposi- 
tion and derision at home; and toil in obscurity, amidst igno- 
rance and profligacy abroad. And for this he chose to leave 
country, and friends, the seats of learning and the temples of 
his God. But he loved his Saviour and the souls of his fellow 
men. It was love that constrained him. -Hear how he ex-_ 
presses himself in the Journal that he kept of his own pri- 
vate thoughts, 


“JT was under disquiet at the prospect of my future work, encompassed 
with difficulties, but Itrusted I was under the guidanee of infinite wisdom, 
and on that I could rest.” “** *, who had returned from a mission, ob- 
served that the crosses to be endured were far greater than can be con- 
ceived: but ‘none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto me, so that I might finish my course with joy.”——“ Had some disheart- 
ening thoughts at night, at the prospect of being stripped of every earthly 
comfort; but who is it that maketh my comforts to be a source of enjoy- 
ment? Cannot the same make cold and hunger and nakedness and peril to 
be a train of ministering angels, conducting me to glory?”?—*«O my soul, 
compare thyself with Si. Paul, and with the example and precepts of the 


Lord Jesus Christ. Was it not his meat and drink to do the will of his 
heavenly Father?” p. 48. 
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That Mr. M. amidst all his zeal was a sober thinker, en- 
tirely free from all fanaticism, will appear from the next 
quotation. 


‘“‘ Respecting what is called the experience of Christians, it is certain we 
have no reason from the mere contemplation of the operations of our own 
minds, to ascribe them to an extrinsic agent, because they arise from their 
proper causes, and are directed to their proper ends. The truth or false- 
hood of pretences to the experience of disine agency, must depend on the 
truth or fa'sehood of Scripture: that warrants us sufficiently—for it informs 
us, thatitis ‘God that workethin us both to will and to do. of his good 
pleasure;’? wh ch passage, while it asserts the reality of God’s influence, 
points out also the manner of his acting. for he works in us to will before 
he works in us todo. This effectually guards against fanaticism, for no 
one will pretend he ever put his finger on those mysterious springs that 
move the will. or kn:ws whatthey be; and therefore he cannot say, now 
God is exerting his influence. He may reasonably indeed and ought to as- 
cribe every good thought to God: but still every good thing in him is but 
the effect of something preceding his first perception, ‘therefore is posterior 
to the moving cause, which must hence be forever concealed from the im- 
mediate knowlege of man.” pp. 49, 50. 


We must indulge in another brief quotation, for the pur- 
pose of showing the extraordinary self-watchfulness and 
humility of this young christian. 


“J found a want of.the presence of God from the fear of having acted 
against the suggestion of conscience, in indulging myself with reading the 
amusing account of Dr. Vanderkemp, instead of applying to the severer 
studies of the morning God be merciful to me a sinner! May grace abound, 
where sin has abounded much! May I cheerfully and joyfully resign my 
ease and life in the service of Jesus, to whom I owe so much! May it be 
sweet to me to proclaim to sinners like myself the blessed efficacy of my 
Saviour’s blood! May he make me faithful unto death! The greatest en- 
emy I dread is the pride of my own heart! Through pride reigning, t 
should forget to know a broken spirit: then would come on unbelief—weak- 
ness—apostacy.” “If it isa mercy that I am out of hell, what account 
should I make of the glorious work ofthe ministry to which I am to be 
called, who am not worthy to trodden under foot of men.”’ p. 65. 


In October 1803, he was ordained a deacon according to 
the rites of the Church of England; and undertook the 
office of curate to Mr. Simcon. ‘The earnestness of his 
— is expressed by his biographer, in the well known 


ines, 
I'd preach, as though I ne’er should preach again; 


Vd preach as dying, unto dying men. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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MR. CONNOR’S TRAVELS IN 
WESTERN ASIA. 


Ir is among the most interesting 
characteristics of the present times, 
that men of intelligence, piety, and 
Christian zeal, are employed to travel 
in different parts of the world, with 
a view to collect necessary informa- 
tion and circulate the Scriptures, 
preparatory to the preaching of the 
Gospel by missionaries. 


Mr. Connor sailed from Constan- 
tinople, Oct. 31, 1819, and, having 
touched at Smyrna, and tarried there 
a fortnight, sailed Nov. 28th for Ca- 
nea, in the island of Candia, where 
he arrived Dec. 5th. He was kindly 
received by the Bishop of Canea, and 
the Greeks generally, who expressed 
their warmest approbation of the 
tracts he gave them, and of the 
operation of the Bible Society. 

At this place, Mr C, established a 
depot for the Scriptures; the Bishops 
engaging to exhort the priests, in 
their dioceses, to make inquiry, as 
to the number of Testaments neces- 
sary to supply one to each family. The 
Bishops will superintend the sale and 
distribution; and those, who are too 
poor to purchase, are to receive a 
copy gratis, Mr. C. wrote to the 
eleven Bishops of the island, and to 
the Archbishop, who was then at 
Constantinople, requesting his aid. 

From Candia, Mr. Connor sailed 
for Rhodes, and reached that island 
Dec. 28th. He immediately sent an 
mtroductory letter, some Greek 
Tracts, and a plan for the circulation 
of the Scriptures, to the Archbishop, 
who rceived him in the most friend- 
ly manner, and promised to promote 
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the cause in Rhodes to the utmost of 
his power. 

From Rhodes he went to Larnica 
in Cyprus, where he landed Jan. 24th. 
Here also the Archbishop received 
him in the kindest manner, allotted 
him apartments in the palace, and 
seemed highly gratified with the 
Tracts and Greek Testaments, of 
which he requested 400, and promis- 
ed to use his influence for their speedy 
distribution. He also gave Mr. C. 
introductory letters to the Patriarch 
of Antioch, and to the agents of the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, This island 
contains 40,000 Greeks, and 14,000 
Turks, and has 40 Greek monaster- 
ies, with about 300 Monks, and two 
Catholic convents, with six fathers. 

Mr. C. next directed his course to 
Beirout, where he landed Feb. 13th, 
Here he unexpectedly found the 


Archbishop of Jerusalem, who Had 
just then arrived from Europe. His 
convent is on Mount Lebanon. The 


population of Beirqut is 10,000, of 
which number 3,000 are Turks, and 
the remainder Christians.— 

On the 16th he left Beirout for~ 
Saide, (nearly on the site of the an- 
cient Sidon,) which he. reached the 
same day. As no English consul re- 
sided here, nor any ecclesiastical dig- 
nitary, the principal physician in the 
place, Mr. Bertrand, of French ex- 
traction, readily undertook to pro- 
mote the circulation of Bibles and 
tracts to the utmost of his power. 

Leaving Saide, Mr. C. went the 
same day, Feb, 18th, to Sour, (the 
ancient Tyre.) The Greek Arch- 
bishop offered his assistance, and will 
endeavour to supply his flock with 
Bibles, which he is to receive from 
Mr. Bertrand, who is to have a large 
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depository of them for the purpose 
of a wide distribution. 

At Acre, where he arrived Feb. 
Q1st, Mr. C. engaged the English 
consul,.to circulaté the Arabic and 
Hebrew Scriptures. Here are about 
10,000 souls, of whoin nearly 35,000 
are Turks, and the others Christians. 

Passing through the villages and 
towns of Nazareth, Napolose, Gen- 
nin, and the fine plain of Esdraelon, 
he reached Jaffa, March 2d. Here he 
was received by the consul, Signor 
Damiani, who kindly entertained him. 
This man engages to take part in the 
work, and through his hands the 
Scriptures will necessarily pass to 
Jerusalem. 

Here let it be noticed, that a safe 
communication is thus opened. be- 
tween Malta and Jerusalem. Vessels 
from Egypt are continually arriving 
in the port of Jaffa, and vessels from 
Malta in that of Alexandria; so that 
the communication between Malta 
and Jerusalem is carried on briskly 
and easily. 

Mr. Connor visited Rama, (the an- 
cient Arimathea,) whose population 
is about 7,000. 

At Jerusalem, where he arrived 
March 6th, Procopius, the chiefagent 
of the Patriarch, engaged to keep, in 
his conyent, a depot of the Scrip- 
tures for the Greek Christians at Je- 
rusalem; another of the Scriptures 
in various languages for the pilgrims, 
who visit Jerusalem, and promised to 
give them notice of his having these 
in his possession. Procopius said to 
Mr. Connor, *“*Send me the books, 
and I shall immediately begin; and 
when I shall bave furnished the Pa- 
triarchate with the Scriptures, I will 
circulate them elsewhere.” <A ma- 
jority of the pilgrims, who visit Jeru- 
salem, are Greeks. ‘There are about 
20,000 Christians subject to its Pa- 
triarch. 

There are great dissensions, how- 
ever, among the different bodies of 
@hristians in Jerusalem. On this 


subject Mr. Connor says, “ Of that 
city, whose very name is Peace, and 
whose peaceful state should be the 
figure of the Church’s unity on carth, 
and of its rest in heaven,—of that | 
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city the Christian traveller is com- 
pelled to say,—If there be a spot in 
the world, where the spirit of reli- 
gious contention burns witlr greater 
fury than in any other, that spot is 
Jerusalem! ‘The occupation of the 
holy places is the great object of con- 
tention. ‘These are in the hands of 
the Turks, by whom the right of 
occupation is sold to the highest 
bidder. The Greeks and Armenians 
are friendly to the diffusion of the 
Scriptures; nor do the Latins seem 
hostile to the circulation of their 
authorized yersions. When, there- 
fore, the real value of Holy Places 
comes to be understood: by the con- 
tending parties, through the increase 
of Divine Light in these regions, 
they may be led to worship in “them 
in peace and harmony, and to unite 
together for the purpose of making 
known 1o all men the W ord of Salva- 
tion.” 

The number of penne; who visit- 
ed Jerusalem at the passover in 1820, 
were as follows:—Greeks 1,600, Ar- 
menians 1,300, Copts 130, Catholics 
50, Syrians 30, and one Abyssinian; 
total 3,151, 

Mr. Connor visited the river Jor- 
dan, in company with mere than 
2,000 pilgrims. ‘They made one en- 
campment on the plains of Jericho; 
and the next morning, before sunrise, 
stood on the banks of the river, 
where the pilgrims bathed. The 
stream is but about 60 feet wide, and 
not deep. In two hours and a half, 
Mr. €, and his party travelled to the 
Dead Sea, and returned to Jericho, 
through the fertile part of the plain 
We insert entire the 


Remarks on Jerusalem. 


JERUSALEM is a considerable place. 
The most beautiful building within 
its wall is the Mosque of Omar,which 
stands on the site of Solomon’s tem- 
ple. The Turks have a singular re- 
verence for this Mosque; and will not 
permit a Christian even to set his 
foot in the large grassy area which 
surrounds it. 

The walks which I most frequent 
are those that lead down the valley 
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of Jehosaphat, by the fountains of 
Siloah; or those that run along the 
sie of Olivet. From the side of Oli- 
vet you have a very commanding 
view of Jerusalem. ‘The Mosque of 
Omar appears particularly fine from 
this situation, The greater part of 
the surrounding country is most de- 
solate and dreary. Hills of white 
parched rock, dotted, here and there, 
with patches of cultivated land, 
every where meet and offend the 
eye. 

‘In the north of Palestine are many 
beautiful and fertile spots: but not so 
in Judea. The breath of Jehovah’s 
wrath seems in a peculiar manner to 
have blasted and withered the ter- 
ritory of the Daughter of Zion! Whit 
a change has been wrought in the 
land, once flowing with milk and 
honey! 

Often as T have contemplated Je- 
rtisalem, have the words of the Pro- 
phet escaped my lips- when TI have 
felt the strains of Jeremiah to be 
beautifully pathetic and true, when 
recalled to mind on the spot that 
prompted his sacred “ Lamenta. 
tions!”’— How doth the City sit solitary, 
that was full of people! how is she be- 
come as a widow! She, that was great 
amony the nations, and princess umong 
the provinces, how is she become tribu- 
tary!—How hath the Lord covered the 
Daughter of Zion with a cloud in his 
anger, and cast down from heaven unto 
the earth the beauty of Israel, aud re- 
membered not his footstool in the day of 
his anger! 


Bethlehem. 


Ihave spent a day or two in Beth- 
ichem and its neighbourhood. Un- 
der the Latin Convent at Bethlehem, 
they show three altars, said to mark 
the ‘spot where Christ was born, 
where the manger stood, and where 
the Magi adored. These altars are 
splendidly adorned, and illuminated 
with many lamps. 

The men of Bethlehem have pecu- 
liar privileges. They alone, of all 
Christians subject to the Turks, are 
permitted to wear the White Turban 





and to carry arms. They are fine 


men; and have an air of boldness and 
independence, not commonly met 
with in the Christians of these coun- 
tries. Their government is a kind 
of democracy; and their Chiefs are 
elected from among themselves.— 
The Bethlemites are perpetually at 
war with the Turks of Hebron. 


From Jerusalem Mr. C. returned to 
Sour and Saide, through the Juxu- 
riant plain of Sharon, and by the foot 
of mount Carmel. He next visited 
mount ‘Lebanon,-on a part of which 
the Druses, a singular religious sect, 
have their capital. The following 
account of these people will be in- 
teresting. 


State of the Druses. 


The. number of the Druses may be 
about 70,000. Of these 20,000 men 
are capable of bearmg arms. 

The Druses are diyided into two 
grand classes- that of the “Akkals,” 
or intelligent; and that of the « Dja- 
hels,” or ignorant. 


The Akkals, in number about. 


10,000, form the Sacred Order; and 
are distinguishable by their white 
turbans,the emblem of purity. Every 
‘Thusday Evening, the Akkals assem- 
ble together in their Oratories, and 
perform their religious rites. What 
these rites are,no one but themselves 
knows; their ceremonies are en- 
veloped in the profoundést mystery: 
during the performance of them, 
they place guards around the spot, to 


prevent the approach of the profane; 


their wives are permitted to be pre- 
sent: ifany of the uninitiated dare to 
witness any part of their sacred rites, 


instant death would, on discovery, be. 


the reward of their temerity. All 
the Akkals are permitted to marry, 
The Chief of the Order resides 
in a village called El Mutna,—— 
The title and privilegs of the mem- 
bers are not necessarily handed down 


from father to son. When arrived at. 


a certain age, every individual, who 
wishes it, and whose conduct has not 
Seen stained by any flagrant vice, 
may, after passing through some. ini- 
tiatory ceremonies, enter the Order 
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At the funeral of an Akkal, the prin- 
cipal of the Priests, who happened 
to be present, demands of the bye- 
standers their testimony of the con- 
duct of the deceased during his life; 
if their testimony be favorable, he ad- 
dresses the deceased with the words 
—“<God be merciful to thee!” if 
otherwise, the address is omitted,— 
The funerals of the Akkals, as well 
as those of the other Druses, are al- 
ways very numerously attended, The 
Akkals bear arms only in defence of 
their country, and never accompany 
an invading army. 

The Djahels, who form by far the 
most numerous class, perform no re- 
ligious rites whatever, unless when 
circumstances oblige them to assume 
the appearance of Mahommedans.— 
On these occasions, they enter the 
Mosques, and recite their prayers 
with the Turks. They co:sider both 
Jesus Christ and Mahomet as impos- 
tors; and cherish an equal dislike to 
Christians and Turks. They believe 
that the deity was incarnated in the 
person of Hakem, Caliph of Egypt; 
and that he will shortly appear again. 
He is to come, they think, from 
China; and to meet, fight with, and 
utterly destroy, all his enemies, at a 
place called the “ Black Stone.” 

The Druses regard the Chinese as 
belonging to their sect, and as the 
most exemplary members of it inthe 
world. 

They believe in the transmigra- 
tion of souls; and that, according to 
the charac er of he individual, in his 
first journey through life, will be the 
nature of the body which his soul will 
animate in a fut re state of existence; 
if his conduct has been fair and hon- 
ourable, his soul, at his death, will 
pass into and vivify the body of him 
who is destined to fill a respectable 
station in life. If, on the other hand, 
his conduct has been evil, his soul 
will enter the body of a horse, a 
mule, an ass, &c. Those who dis- 
tinguish themselves by noble and 
meritorious actions and shine by their 
virtues in their career through life, 
will, as the highest recompence of 
their merits, pass, after death, into 
the bodies of Chinese Druses. 
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I inquired of Mr. Bertrand, if it 
was true that the Druses worshipped 
a calf; he said that he had questioned 
many of them about it, and they all 
denied it; “Do you suppose,” they 
asked, ‘‘ that we would worship, as 
our God, the imae of an animal, 
whose flesh we eat, and of whose 
skin we make our shoes?” 

Schools are pretty frequent. The 
Akkals are generally the masters, 
and are paid by their pupils. They 
teach reading and writing. The 
book generally used as an exercise 
for the children, is the Koran. In 
some villages, where the only schools 
are those of the Christians, the Drus- 
es send their children thither where 
they are taught to read the Psalme 
of David, 

I had been told that there was a 
great number of Christians among 
the Druses; this, however, I find is 
not the case. The Emir Bechir with 
with his family and some of the other 
nobles of the nation have received 
baptism, have their children baptiz- 
ed, have chapels in their houses, and 
hear mass every Sunday, The rest 
of the natives are hostile to the Chris- 
tians. 


The Syrian Archbishop, who visit- 
ed England in 1819, has been ele- 
vated to the Patriarchate since his 
return. Mr, C. visited him, at his 
convent, which is called Der el Sharfi. 
He received the visit with the ut- 
most kindness, and regretted the ac- 
cident which had befallen the print- 
ing press, which he procured in Lon- 
don. In a neighbouring convent 
there is an Arabic printing press, 
which is employed very moderately, 
and will send out but a few books in- 
to the surrounding eountry. 

At Damascus Mr, C, called on the 
Patriarch of Antioch. He was de- 
lighted with the operations of the 
Bible Society, and despatched let- 
ters to all the archbishops and bish- 
ops, urging them to promote its ob- 
Taking the best route to 
Aleppo, Mr. C. pursued his great de 
signs there, and found that copies of 
the Scriptures could be sold there in 
the Hebrew, Syriac, Greek, Turkish, 
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and French languages. 
tian part of the population of Aleppo 
is about 30,000, consisting of several 
different sects, 

The Arabic edition of the Scrip- 
tures, which is now printing in Great 
Britain, will be gladly received in 
Syria. Mr. C. found it to be univer- 
sally intelligible. 

The journey, of which we have 
given an outline, seems to have 
opened channels tor ‘the free circu- 
lation of the Scriptures in the most 
interesting parts of Western Asia.— 
Many copies will also be carried by 
pilgrims, who annually visit Jerusa- 
lem, into far remote regions of the 
east, 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


Letter from Messrs, Fisk and Parsons 
to the Corresponding Secretary. 


Scio, June 7, 1820. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 
’ A letter from Mr. Vanlennep has 
just informed us, that the brig Mi- 
nerva of N, York is now at Smyrna, 
and will sail soon for the U. States. 
We had cherished some hope, that 
the next arrivals from America would 
bring us letters. We are disappoint- 
edin this, but are glad of another 
opportunity to write. Our last com- 
munications were forwarded in March 
by the brig Messenger. 

We remained in Smyrna ’till the 
first of May, and then took passage 
for this island. We came in compa- 


ny with several Greek merchants, 


whose friendly attentions were very 
serviceable to us on our arrival here 
Mr. Bambas, (as the Greeks pro- 
nounce it Vamvus, ) who is the prin- 
cipal instructor in the Greek Acade- 
my, Or, as it is sometimes called, the 
College, and to whom we had letters 
from Mr. Jowett and Mr. Williamson, 
gave us a very affectionate welcome, 
and offered immediately to devote 
his own time to our instruction. He 


is undoubtedly the most learned man| friends of this mission may be 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The Chris- | 





45 


public lectures in the forenoon, and 
spend fgom one to two hours in his 
study in the afternoon. 

The acqui-ition of Modern Greek 


is now our principal object; and for 


this our situation is very favorable,— 


We are obliged to converse in Italian 


or Greek; as we know only two 
persons on the island, who speak 
English, and them we seldom see,— 
Besides pursuing the study of the 
languages, we converse occasionally, 
in our stammering way, with indi- 
viduals on the subject of religion; 
and we do a little by distributing the 
Scriptures and tracts. By these me- 
thods perhaps a little seed may be 
sown, which hereafter may grow, 
and bring forth fruit. The Greeks 
receive Bibles and tracts very readi- 
ly. How much they will read them, 
and what effects they will produce, 
the event must show. We shall take 
some pains, during the summer, to 
collect information relative to this 
island, and particularly the religious 
opinions, practices, and condition of 
the Greeks, You may expect the 
result of our inquiries at some future 
time. 


We have not been idle, though we 
seem to have done nothing. We hope 
not to be idle; though we hardly dare 
cherish the expectation of effecting 
much, for a long time, Thus far 
goodness and mercy have followed 
us. We cannot, without very pecu- 
liar emotions, contemplate the dis- 
pensations of Providence, which have 
brought us to this time and this part 
of the world, Why have these things 
taken place? Why have these plans 
been laid, and these hopes excited? 
Why have the feelings, the charities, 
and the prayers of the churches been 
thus drawn to this land? The Head 
of the church will, in his own time, 
develope his plans; will teach us what 
these things mean, and how they are 
to turn to his glory. May we have 
grace to discharge our duty faithful- 
ly, and to submit to all the divine 
dealings towards us, and towards our 
mission. We desire, too, that the 
pre: 


on the island. We have access to his| pared, so that, if their faith and pa- 
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tienee should be put toa severe test, 
the trial may be like that of gold, 
which endureth, though it be often 
purified in the fire. 

Since writing the above, we have 
received from a friend in Sinyrna a 
parcel of American’ newspapers.— 
“There are no religious papcrs among 
them; yet we shall take much plea- 
sure in’ the perusal of them. ‘This 
pleasure is, however, often embitter- 
ed by accounts of mortality and ca- 
lamity. A great part of Savannali is 
in ruins. When the judgments of 
God are felt, may the pcople learn 
righteousness. 

We hope before Jong to hear, that 
missionaries are comin: out to smyr- 
na. ‘Fhis appears every Week more 
and more important; and the proba- 
bility that a mission wottld be succes- 
ful and extensively useful seems 
greater and greater: 

We purpose to continue frer 
through the heat of sumnier, atid 
then return to Smyrna: Except af 
«legree of debility, produced -by the 
heat, we enjoy comfortable lealth; 
and at present no sickness rages on 
the island, or, so far as we know, any 
where in this region. 

With affectionate regards to your 
family and our Christian friends inSa- 
lem, we are, 

tev. Sir, 
Yours, &ce. 
I.evrt Parsons, 
Pruiny Fuser. 

The great calamity, which befel 
Savannah, referred to in the preced- 
ing letter, must have been particular- 
ly affecting to Mr. Fisk, as he had 
spent part.of the winter of 1818-19 
there, had been welcomed with great 
cordiatity to that city, and had re- 
ceived from the frie nds of missions a 
singular proof of theit confidence and 
attachment, in the provision which 
¢hey made for his permanent support 
ag & missionary of the Beard, 


HhEPPTERS FROM SWILT4hr- 
LAND. 


Fhe union of Christians in every’ 
country, and of every name, in the 
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noble design of sending the Gospet 
to the whole family of man, is a sub- 
ject of delightful contemplation, and 
wellfitted to produce a most cheering 
effect on the hearts of all labourers 
in the good cause, The following 
letters will be read with interest, as 
exhibiting those warm feelings, and 
that enlarged benevolence, which 
honerably distinguish’ many Chris- 
tians of the present day, 


LETTOR OF THE REV. MR. BLUMHARDT, 


© To Jeremiah Evaris, Treasurer, &c. 
« Baste in Switzerland, 
July 16, 1820. 


“ Sin—In one of the last numbers 
of our Missionary Magazine in Ger- 
man, we have inserted some extracts 
concerning your most interesting 
Missionary School at Cornwall, and 
the lives of your Sandwich Island 
| Pupils, as we had fotind them in the 
Missionary Register of the Church 
Missionary Society in London. That 
information so charmed our readers, 
that one of the most active members 
of our German Missionary Society felt 
himself moved by it, to send you a 
bill of 800 Switzer francs, in behalf 
of yourinteresting Missionary School, 
with a‘letter from the hand of this 
venerable old gentleman, and with the 
ardent wishes of our Missionary Com- 
mittee, that the God of all mercics 
may pour out an abundant measure 
of his Holy Spirit upon all the honour- 
ed members of your respectable 
Board, your pupils, and their teach- 
ers, as well as upon all the blessed 
exertions of your Society. 

“To never forget, Sir, that great 
numbers of your brethren in Swit- 
zerland and Germariy, on this side of 
the Atlantic, raise up daily their 
hearts and hands to the throne of 
grace, that the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whele 
| family in heaven and earth is named, 

‘would grant you, according’ to the 
| | riches of his glory, to be strengthen- 
ied with’ might by his Spirit in the in- 
ner man; that Christ niay dwell in 
your hearts by filith, and that ye might 
be filled with all‘ the fulness of God 
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« Qur German Missionary School 
prospers evidently under the bless- 
ings of pur God. We have now nine- 
teen pious and intelligent stucents 
in it, who, ina short time, will go 
out in the strength of the Lord to 
preach to the Mahommedan tnibes, 
on the shores of the Black and Medi- 
terranean seas, the unsearchable 
riches of our Christ. 

“ We beseech you, dear brethren, 
to send us, from time to time, the in- 
teresting publications of your Socie- 
ty, and to be assured of our most bro- 
therly interests in it. Perhaps it will 
please you to inform us of the receipt 
of the inclosed bill, fromthe hands of 
our dear fatherin Christ, the Baron 
de Campagne, ° 

Respectfully andaffectionately, 

Yours, 
In behalf of the _ 
German Missionary Socicty, 
Turorait BLuMHARDT, 
Superintend. of the Miss. Sem, at Basle. | 


LETTER OF THE BARON DE CAMPAGNE, 


“ To the Rev. Principal of the Foreign 
Mission School, at Cornwall, Con. 


« Sir, 
and, though unknown, 
much henoured friend in Jesus Christ. 


«Encournacep by our worthy and 
respected friend, Mr. Blumbardt, su- 
perintendent of the Missionary Semi- 
nary at Basle, I write this letter to 
testify the deep interest, which I 
take in every thing, whichcontributes 
to extend the empire of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

« Persuaded that it is not of your- 
self personally, but solely by the ef- 
ficacious grace of the all-bountiful 
God, who alone is able to make men 
the partakers of divine happiness, I 
cannot but felicitate you, with all my 
heart, that you are placed in a situa- 
tion so likely to be favoured with all 
spiritual blessings; and I pray you, on 
this account, to accept from a dis- 
tance the sincere good wishes of an 
old man, who desires no other rich- 
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es, than the possession ef divine be- 
nevolence. 

« What I have read of the Foreign 
Mission School at. Cornwall has given 
me great pleasure; especially as hu- 
man pawers cannot of themselves 
produce the desired effect; but they 
produce it only as instruments in the 
hands of Him, who is the source of 
all good,—of love and pure charity;— 


and it is thus only, that the mind is 


capable of being fully enlightened, 
I beg you to use the accompanying 
sum of 100 ducats,* according to 
your best judgment, as an external 
mean, which, by divine grace, may 
impart those spiritual blessings, inse- 
perable from the attainment of su- 
preme love. This little offering is 
accompanied by the very sincere 


_ | prayers, not only of the humble in- 
| dividual, who sends you these lines, 


but likewise of his friends in Jesus 
Christ, that grace may enliven the 
hearts of the heathen youths under 
your direction, and may so fill them 
with the pure love of Jesus Christ, 
as that they may be able, by the same 
grace, to kindle a similar happy 
flame in the hearts.of their country- 
men, who are still as blind men, in 
the darkness of sinful Adam. 

“Il pray you to salute them, on 
my behalf, in the most friendly man- 
ner, and particularly those, whose 
names are known to me, and in whose 
happiness, on account of their rege- 
neration in Christ Jesus, my heart 
takes a lively interest; I mean the 
dear pupils, Henry. Obookiah, The- 
mas Hopoo, George Tamoree, Wil- 
ham Tennoee, and John Hoonore.— 
May our heavenly Father bless their 
Bo08 begmning, that, in his. powerful 
1and, they may become useful labo- 
rers in the vineyard of the Lord, 

« Asking you to accept the assur- 
ances of a distinguished considera- 
tion, and of a friendship founded im 
Jesus Christ, as the only Source of 
happiness through a long eternity, 1 
have the honour to subscribe myself. 

Your devoted servant, | 


CAMPAGNE. 
June 6, 1820. 


*The net proceeds of the bill were 212 dg 
tars, 
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« P.§. If, according to the will of 
am reiful God, | have some longer 
time to remain in this world of trial, 
future circumstances will shew, 
whether what I have now sent shall 
have accomplished the good, which I 
could wish. Heavenly Father, thy 
will be done!” 

«*P.S, of Mr. Blumhardt. 

You will doa great favour, my dear 
brother, to this venerable old man, if 
you will engage one or the other of 
the pupils, whom he has named, to 
write him afew lines. You may ad- 
dress them to me.” 


Foreign Mission School. 


Tis consecrated Seminary was in- 
stituted in the autumn of 1816, and 
opened in the beginning of May 1817, 
There belong to it a commodious 
edifice for the School, a good man- 
sion house, with a barn, and other 
out-buildings, and a arden, for the 
Principal;—a house, barn, &c. with a 
few acres of good tillage land for the 
Steward and Commons: | all situated 
sufficiently near to each other and to 
the Congre -.ational meeting-house,in 
the south parish of Cornwall, Con. -- 
and eighty acres of excellent wood 
land, about a mile and a half distant. 

The object of the School as set 
forth in the Constitution is The 
education in our own country of Heathen 
Youths, un such manner, as, with sub- 
sequent professional instruction will 
qualify them to become useful Mission. 
aries, Physicians, Surgeons, School 
Masters, or interpreters; and to com. 
municate to the Heathen Nations such 
knowledge in agriculture and the arts,as 
may prove the means of promoting 
Christianity and civilization.” As 
these youths are designed for a high- 
er education, than is expected to be 
obtained at our Mission Schools in 
heathen countries, it is deemed of no 
small importance, that they be only 
such as are of suitable age, of docile 
dispositions, and of promising talents. 

In the constitution there is a pro- 
vision, that youths of our own coun- 
try, of acknowledged piety may be 





admitted to the scaool, at their own 
expense, and at the discretion of the 
Agents. 

In the first year of the School 
twelve youths were admitted—two 
from heathen lands, and two natives 
of Connecticut, Of these, Henry 
Obookiah, John Honooree, Thomas 
Hopoo, and William Tennooe, had 
before been objects of Christian li- 
berality, and for some time under 
Christian instruction. The raised 
hopes, founded, under Providence, 
on the unquestioned piety, the dis- 
tinguished talents, and the excellent 
character of Obookiah, terminated in 
his triumphant departure from these 
earthly scenes, before the first year 
of the school had expired. Of 
his three companions, Honooree, 
Hopoo, and Tennooe, Mr. Ruggles, 
one of the two Connecticut youths, 
and George Tamoree, particular 
mention has just been made under 
the head of the Sandwich Island Mis- | 
sion.—Of the other six, admitted the 
first year, James Ely, the other Con- 
necticut youth, and George Sandwich 
and William Kummoo-olah from the 
Sandwich Islands, are still members 
of the School; one has been dismiss- 
ed for misbehavior, one for incapa- 
city, and the other is absent, 

From year to year, since tlie first, 
youths of different nations have been 
admitted; two or three of whom, af- 
ter longer or shorter trial, have been 
dismissed. Care however, has been 
taken, that those, who have been 
dismissed, should be placed in good 
families, where they might still have 
the benefit of Christian instruction, 

The present number of pupils, is 
twenty-nine; four from the Sandwich 
Islands—-one from Otaheite—-one from 
the Marquesas—-one Malay-—eight 
Cherokees—two Choctaws—three of 
the Stockbridge Tribe—two Oneidas 
—one Tuscarora—-two Caughnewa- 
gas—one Indian youth from Pennsy]- 
vania, and three youths of our own 
country. 

Under the instruction of the able 
and highly respected Principal, the 
Rev. Mr. Daggett, and his very ca- 
pable and faithful Assistant, Mr. 
Prentice, the improvement of the 
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pupils in general, has been increasing 
and satisfactory, and in not a few in. 
stances uncommonly good. Besides 
being taught in various bfanches of 
learning, and made practically ac- 
quainted with the useful arts of civil- 
ized life; they are instructed con- 
stantly and with especial care in the 
doctrines and duties of Christianity. 
Nor has this instruction been com- 
municatedin vain, Of the thirty-one 
Heathen Youths—including with the 
twenty-six now at school, the deceas- 
ed Obookiah, and the four, who have 
gone with the Mission to their native 
Islands—seventeen are thought to 
have given evidence of a living faith 
in the Gospel; and several others are 
very seriously thoughtful on religious 
concerns. The Lord, in his sovereign 
goodness, has made it strikingly ma- 
nifest, that his face is toward this fa- 
vored Seminary, and that his bless- 
ing rests upon it. May it be eminent- 
ly instrumental in making known the 
glory of his Name in many lands, and 
of bringing multicudes of different 
nations and tongues, to unite in song's 
of everlasting joy and praise. 


— 


POLYNESIA.—Sanpwica Istanps. 


These islands constitute the north- 
eastern group of Polynesia—eleven 
in number—nine of them under one 
king, Tamahamaah; the other two un- 
der Tamoree*—fertile—inhabitants 
estimated at from 300,000 to 500,000 
--natives friendly and hospitable. 


«For several years past,”’ says the 
last Report of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, * the eyes of the Christian 
community have been fixed upon 
Owhyhee, and the neighbouring 
islands, as an inviting field for mis- 
sionary labour. Attention was first 
drawn to this most delightful cluster 
in the Northern Pacific, by ihe fact, 
that some of the natives, providen- 


* Tamoree, king of Atooi, is the father of 
George Tamoree who went out with the mis- 
stonari¢s inthe Thaddeus, 
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tially cast upon our shores, were re- 
ceiving the advantages of a liberal 
and Christian education, and had ap- 
parently become the subjects of that 
spiritual change, which alone could 
fit them to be useful to their country- 
men in the highestsense, The hope, 
that they might return to their na- 
tive islands, accompanied by faithful 
missionaries, and bearing the offers of 
mercy to ignorant and perishing mul- 
titudes, was greatly strengthened by 
the wonderful displays of divine grace 
in the islands of the Southern Pacific, 
The lamented Obookiah was anxious- 
ly looking for the day, when he 
should embark on his voyage of be- 
nevolence and of Christian enterprise. 
Though it seemed good to the Lord 
of missions, that his young servant 
should not be employed, as had been 
desired by himself and others, but 
should be called to the enjoyments 
of a better world, divine wisdom had 
prepared, as we trust, other agents 
to aid in accomplishing »the same 
blessed design.’ 

Our readers are already acquaint- 
ed with the claims of this mission, as 
eloquently and earnestly presented 
to them by the reverend Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Board, in our 
last volume, pp. 343—347.* At pp. 
445447, of the same volume, will 
be found a full and interesting ac- 
count of the ordination of the mis- 
sionaries, which solemn service took 
place at Goshen, in Connecticut, on 
the 29th of September, 1819, Also, 
an account of the formation of the 
mission church in Boston, on the 15th 
of October, and their embarkation on 
board the brig Thaddeus on the 23d 
of the same month, commended, with 
may prayers, to the protection of 
God. 

The great political changes which 
were taking place at those islands 
just at the time of the departure of 
the mission—the death of the old 
king Tamahamaah, the elevation of 
his son, and the complete destruc. 
tion and abandonment of idolatry, 
have been particularly detailed in a 


* See Panoplist for 1820. 
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late number, (p, 204) and will render 
it necessary to make but few extracts 
from the Report, as no late intelli- 
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cies without number, that “in the 
last days the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established on the top 


gence has been received from the) of the mountains, and exalted above 


missionaries. 


« Tamoree, king of Atooi, express- | 


the hills, and that all nations shall 
flow unto it;” that ‘from the rising 


ed himself as being exceedingly de-| of the sun unto the going down of the 
sirous that missionaries should come | same,” the name of Jesus the Me- 


and teach the people to read and 
write, as had been done in the So- 
ciety Islands. ‘This he did in con- 
versation with American sea-captains, 
and wrote a letter,” (see p. 312) *to 
the same effect, by the vessel] which 
brought this intelligence, addressed 
to his son at Cornwall, 

This son, though not attached to 
the mission, sailed with the mission- 
aries, and professed a desire to be- 
friend them, and promote the cause 
of truth among his countrymen.” 

Referring to the abolition of idola- 
try, the Report proceeds:—-* The 
principal means which Providence 
used to bring about this surprising 
result, wag the continually repeated 
rumor of what had been done in the 
Society Islands, and the continually 
repeated assurance of our sea-cap- 
tains and sailors, that the whole sys- 
tem of idolotry was foolish and stu- 
pid. Thus has a nation been induc- 
ed to renounce its gods by the influ- 
ence cf Christian missionaries, who 
reside at nearly 5,000 miles across the 
ocean. Thus, while the gospel is 
becoming the power of God and the 
wisdom of God, to many in the islands 
of the Southern Pacific, the distant 
rumor of these blessed results has 
made the idolaters of the Northern 
Pacific ashamed of their mummeries, 
and consigned to the flames the high 
places of cruelty, the altars, and the 
idols together.” 


UNITED STATES. 


UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
SECOND MISSION SOCIETY. 
Another Appeal to the Religious Public, 
in beha'f of the American Heathen,by 
the Committee of Missions of the Unit- 

ed Foreign Missionary Society. 


Brethren dearly beloved,—We are 


assured by predictions and prophe- 





\diator “shall be great among the 


Gentiles, and that in every place in- 
cense shall be offered unto his name, 
and a pure offering.” It is our lot 
to live in the period of the world em- 
phatically called the last days, and it 
is our glory and joy to behold the 
rapid and luminous fulfilment of the 
ancient predictions and promises. The 
word of Jehovah, that blessed word 
which brings to ight immortality and 
life, Aas free course to the north, and 
the west, and the south, and the east. 
That sacred volume, of which the 
Holy Ghost is the Author, and which 
through his sanctifying unction quali- 
fies for glory, and honour, and immor- 
tality in the end, has, within the lapse 
of a few years, been translated into 
hundreds of languages in which it was 
formerly unknown; and is now in the 
possession of thousands and millions 
who had neither handled, nor seen, 
nor read this word of truth, this char- 
ter of the sinner’s hopes. How ra- 
pidly also have the triumphs of the 
cross been recently multiplied in va- 
rious parts of the world? In contem- 
plating the heathen in various sec- 
tions of our own continent, who are 
called to the fellowship of the Saviour’s 
grace, andethe different regions of 
Asia, and Africa, and Europe, and the 
islands of different oceans, we are 
constrained to exclaim, * Who are 
these that fly as a cloud?” But, 
brethren in the Lord, we need not 
inform you, that all which has yet 
been effected for the conversion of 
the nations, is little more than the 
earnest of almost infinitely greater 
things, which must yet be accom- 
plished before “all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our 
God.” And is it not our duty, is it 
not our privilege, is it not our highest 
glory, to co-operate in advancing this 
most benevolent, this most magnifi- 
cent design? But it is unnecessary 
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for us to propose this inquiry. You | 


have already evinced your.attachment 


to the Redeemer’s cause, and your | 
willingness to be spent in promoting | 


it. The prayers which you offer up 
in your families, day after day, that 
his kingdom may come; the supplica- 
tions which you present in the sanc- 
tuary, from sabbath to sabbath, that 
his way may be known in the earth; the 
‘petitions which you present in con- 
cert, month after month, and more 
especially that devotion of a portion 
of your secular substance, which you 
frequently make for the distribution 
of the written word, and the support 
of missions, are a public and convinc- 
ing proof of the solicitude which you 
feel for the advancement of his cause 
in the earth, 

Nearly a year has now elapsed since 
a mission family was sent to a tribe 
of Indians, residing in the interior of 
our continent, and our souls are re- 
freshed at the recollection of the 
Christian ardour which was manifest- 
ed on that occasion, Your warmest 
sensibilities were excited, your indi- 
vidual and united prayers for their 
prosperity were offered up, and a li- 
berality, honourable to the Christian 
character, appeared, in providing 
whatever might conduce to their 
comfort. ‘he rich seemed ready to 
contribute of their abuncance, and 
the widew to throw in her mite.— 
The inhabitants of the city, and the 
village, and the country town, were 
equally cordial in giving to these 
messengers of our churches the right 
hand of fellowship, in opening to them 
the hospitable door, in cherishing 
them with their conversation, and in 
following them with wishes and pray- 
ers for their success. Another op- 
portunity is now presented for the 
renewed exercise and exhibition of 
the same Christian benevolence and 
zeal. A call to come over for their 
help, like that from Macedonia to the 
apostle, has since reached us from 
another tribe of our savages, still 
more remote in the American desert, 
and we are pledged, through the or- 
gan of our socie y, to send them re- 
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Head of the Church, to collect and 
organize another mission family in 
the city of New-York, about the 20th 
of February next. We have also re- 
solved that this family shall consist 
of nearly 30 members, and already 
more than one hundred persons,male 
and female, have volunteered to leave 
their kindred and native region, and 
the pleasures of social life, that the 
may testify to the long neglected in- 
habitants of our western wilderness 
the gospel of the grace of God, Thus 
no sooner was the standard lifted up, 
than the ranks were filled with a sol- 
diery ready to march forth under the 
auspices of the Captain of salvation 
and of this society. Hitherto hath 
Jehovah smiled; and to you, sisters 
and brethren, partakers of the heaven- 
ly hope, we now look for the means of 
their support, and we should conceal 
our own convictions did we not as- 
sert, that we are persuaded we shall 
not look for yuur aid in vain. Ano- 
ther year of your period for labouring 
has elapsed, and the solemn moment 
is much nearer, when the account of 
your stewardship will be required; 
mercies without number, during that 
period, have crowned your condition, 
and therefore we hope and believe 
that you will be equally prompt in 
regarding the call of your Master,and 
of this Board. The Saviour, who 
spared not himself in our cause; who 
redeemed us to God, by his own blood, 
is new looking down from his throne, 
in the expectation that each profess- 
ed disciple will be cheerful in the 
performance of his duty. Come for- 
ward with us, then, and let us make 
another effort to obtain for Him a 
greater portion of the Heathen us his 
inheritance, and another region of the 
earth for his possession, 

In furnishing this mission family, 
which is designed to convey to the 
heathen not merely the means of sal- 
vation, but the arts of civilized life; 
all the implements of agriculture will 
be required; axes, hammers, hoes, 
&e. &e, ~ 

In furnishing this family, the va- 
rious articles of bedding, clothing, 
&e. will be required; and for this 


solved, with dependance onthe great| supply we must depend principally 
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on the exertions of benevolent fe- 
males in our churches. We trust, 
therefore, that mothers and sisters in 
our Israel, both in the city and coun- 
try, will come forward immediately 
and ardently to the help of the Lord in 
this labour of love. 

In furnishing a mission family, ona 
plan so extensive as is contemplated 
by the Board, money to avery con- 
Siderable amount will also be indis- 
pensably requisite for their outfit,for 
detraying their expenses in travel. 
lin , and for procuring the necessa- 
ries of life after they have reached 
their place of destination. For this 
supply we depend on the munificence 
of those with whom the God of Provi- 


dence has entrusted, in the riches of 


his bounty, the wealth of this world. 
By order of the Commitee, 


PHILIP MILLEDOLER, 

ALEX, PROUDFIT, 

GARDINER SPRING. 
New-York, Jan, 4th, 1821. 


Donations in money may be for- 
warded to either of the following 
persons, who compose the Committee 
of missions:— 

Rey. Dr. Milledoler, No. 121 Ful- 
ton-street. 

Rev. Dr. Richards, Newark, New- 
Jersey. 

Rev. Dr. Griffin, do. do. 

Rev. Dr. Proudfit, No. 14 Court- 
landt-street, 

Rev. Dr Spring, No. 80 Beekman- 
street. 

Rey. Mr. Knox, No. 125 Fulton- 
street. 

Rev. Mr. M‘Leod, No. 60 White- 
strect. 

Mr. Z. Lewis, No. 40 Broad-street 

Mr. Isaac Heyer, No. 24 Beaver- 
strect. 

Mr. John Forsyth, No. 105 Water- 
street. 


Donations in clothing, bedding, 
books, medicines, surgical instru- 
ments, mechanic’s and farmer’s tools, 


&c. may be forwarded to the store of 


Jonathan Little & Co, No. 216 Pearl- 
street. New-York 
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WE ANNEX THE NAMES OF 
A FEW OF THE GENERAL 
AGENTS APPOINTED BY 
THE SOCIETY. 


DELAWARE. 
Wilmington—Rev, E. W. Gilbert. 
New Castle—Rev. John E, Latta. 


MARYLAND. 
Baltimore—Rev. John M, Duncan, 

and Roswell L. Colt, Est 
Hagerstown—Hugh Kennedy, Esq. 


VIRGINIA. 
Richmond—Rev. John UH. Rice, and 
Matthew Rice, Esq. 
Petersburg—Rev. Benjamin H. Rice 
Norfolk—John M‘Phail, Esq. 
Washington—Thomas L. M Kinney, 
and Elias B. Caldwell, 
Esqs. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Charleston—Rev. George Reed. 
Beaufort—Rev. John B. Campbell. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Newbern——William Hollester. 
Fayetteville—Rey. Collin M‘Iver 


GEORGIA. 
Savannah—L. Mason, Esq 
Augusta—Rev. Mr. Moderwell, and 

Thomas M*Dowall, 


LETTER OF AN INDIAN CHIEF, 


[Letter from David Folsom, to his Corres- 
pondent in Newark, New-Jersey, dated Pigeon 
Roost, Choctaw Nation, Sept. 3, 1820, Gram- 
matical errors are numerous in the composition; 
but it is given in the simple and unadorned lan- 
guage of the child of the forest.] 


Friend and Brother,—Your very ac- 
ceptable letter of the 4th August 
was received to hand yesterday morn- 
ing. My heart are rejoice this day, 
to set down to talk to you this paper. 
I did set down last night, your letter 
in my hand, and read it to my family. 
And I will endeavour to explain your 
fatherly talk to my poor nation, so 
that they may know, that Choctaw a 
have friends in this country. Brother, ~ 

















1821.] 


Iam thankful to. the good people in 
that country, and all the good people 
throughout the whole United States, 
in sending Christian people among 
us, to lead us out of the darkness to 
the light. It isa glad tidings to us, 
1 know, my white brethren and sis- 
ters, you have done much for my 
poor nation, you have been the 
means of many of your red brethren 
and sisters, and our little ones have 
smiled witi: joy, whenever we hear 
our beloved missionaries talk to us, 
and tell us about the good people in 
the north, in giving their money to 
support the school, so that our child- 
ren may learn to read the ood book, 
and it makes the heart of the Choc- 
taws glad whenever we have a chance 
to hear the missionaries talk to us, 
and tel] us avout God, and his Son 
Jesus Christ, Brother, we Choctaws 
have been in darkness and ignorant 
so long that we have suffered much; 
the Choctaws know there is a God, 
who isa maker of all things; but no 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and there- 
fore the wicked ways were our path, 
we had no one to tell us, in what way 
we should serve God. But now Il 
hope my nation have found a true 
friend,* that who I hope will con- 
tinue with us, and lead us out of the 
darkness, and become as brothers 
and as one people, and forever more 
our children may live together as 
brothers and sisters, and worship the 
true God of Israel Brother, we 
Choctaws acknowledge that our 
white brethren and sisters have done 
much for we poor Chociaws. Bro- 
thers, do not turn from us, we are 
still looking up to our white bre- 
thren, as helpless children would cry 
to his father to have a pity on them. 
Brother, you have already sent good 
people among us, but we want more 
preachers and more teachers, and 
good farmers and mechanicks; I think 
there is only an opportunity are want- 
ing to enlighten my nation; but I 
must state fairly and openiy to you, 
about my nation. 

We are surrounded with our white 
brethren, and Choctaws go over to 


*Mr. Kingsbury. 
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the whites, and buy whiskey, which 
[ am sorry to say, it is most painful 
to me to see so many of my country- 
men got in bad habits of drinking. 
But as to the other views, that I 
should say, I think Choctaws are full 
ripe for to receive christian instruc- 
tion, and our whole depend is, that 
on the christian people to help us. 
If your help are cease, we must perish 
and melt away. The Choctaws will 
he!p in aiding for their own good. I 
think I can say with a truth that the 
whole nation are anxious for school, 
I dosuppose great many of our white 
brethren and sisters in that country, 
think that the Choctaws are very bad, 
and hostile disposition towards the 
whites. But it is not the case; 
Choctaws have been true friends to 
the United States, Choctaws never 
did war with the United, I have re- 
ceived many of the countrymen, into 
my house, when they were sick; and 
had no money, it made no odds to me, 
it is my wish to be friendly and be as 
bretheis to all men, and all nations, I 
merely mention this, and wish to say 
plainly, and do not wish my friend in 
the country to think that Choctaws 
are all bad, or as bad as the other na- 
tions of Indians. M‘Kee and Israel 
Folsom are brothers of mine, and I 
have received a several from them, 
and they write me that they meet 
with much joy and happiness and 
meet with a great many friends in 
that country.t I am very thankful 
indeed my brothers have found a 
good father in that country. Ihope 
the expenses, and the trouble the 
christian have bestowed on them may 
not be lost, &e, 

It is a vacation of school at present, 
and I have one brother and four 
children, three of the children are 
members of Elliot school, and two of 
the children read smartly in the New 
Testament; I have my children to 
spell in their book every day; it is 
barely six weeks since they have 
been home. I think they are learn. 
ing tolerably fast. My friend, Rev. 
Mr. Kingsbury; will be here in a day 
or two. I think I must talk to him 





? Cornwall School, Connecticut. 
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for him to tell his brethren in that 
country, that I must earnestly ask 
him fora teacher. I will just men- 
tion to you what I have been think- 
ing for, this more than two months. 
I am about 60 miles east of Elliot, 
and about 35 west of the new esta- 
blishment, and am living directly on 
the road from Elliot to tie new esta- 
blishment:—and I would be willing to 
put up a school house and would 
board a teacher free, and I think 
about 45 scholars might be sent to 
the school, and their parents would 
board their own children, if we only 
had a young man for a teacher, and 
be a professor of religion. I wish 
you was here and could talk Choc- 
taw, so that I could have the pleasure 
of telling you all my wishes, It is 
very painful to me but I should state 
it to you correctly; first, of my pain- 
ful, we have some white people 
among us who are very wicked 
people, and shew a bad example be- 
fore the red people, sometimes they 
tell that all religious people are bad 
men, and algo say the Bible is just a 
cheat before all nations, however as 
to myself I care nothing about such 
men. I wish to be remembered to 
all the friends of the red people, in 
that country, and pray for we poor 
Choctaws, and help us in any way for 
our good. 
{ am your friend and brother, 
DAVID FOLSOM. 


SUMMARY VIEW OF RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS. 


We rcgret that at present our nar- 
row limits forbid any thing more 
thana very general and imperfect 
sketch of the state of religion.— 
We begin with 


THE BRITISH ISLANDS. 


Vigorous efforts have been made 
curing the last year to promote the 
cause of Infidelity. We fear that 
some, at least, in Great Britain have 
identified in their minds the over- 
‘hrow of christianity with political 





liberty. This egregious and fatal 
mistake—tatal alike to morality and 
to freedom is most common in coun- 
tries where a particular form of chris- 
tianity is established by law The in- 
terests of the establishment, which 
partake too much of asecular char- 
acter, are confounded with those of 
christianity itself; hence the ranco- 
rous hostility of some, who profess the 
most fervent patriotism, to the very 
name of Christ. Alas! they know 
not that the benign yet powerful in- 
fluences of religion are necessary to 
give strength to law —The state of 
vital religion in the British Islands 
notwithstanding the circumstances 
just mentioned, is, we believe en- 
couraging, The Bible Society, va- 
rious Missionary, Tract, and Sabbath 
School Societies are accomplishing 
much good. Evangelical Churchmen 
and Dissenters are coming nearer to- 
gether, and co-operating in many 
works of love with zeal. 


FRANCE. 


This country has been, and still is 
deeply infected with infidelity. The 
modern Philosophy has wrought in- 
calculable mischicf even among the 
Reformed. Yet there are signs of 
life; and we trust that the churches, 
that once were famous for their zeal 
and courage through the whole Prot- 
estant world, are about, e’cr long, to 
be revived. 


GERMANY. 


That which once was the cradle of 
Reformation, greatly needs to be a- 
gain reformed, We believe that many 
German professors of Divinity and 
commentators of distinction, place 
about the same value on the Memor- 
abilia of Sgcrates, that they do on the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and regard 
the Saviour of the world, with little 
more veneration than they do the 
heathen Sage. Religion affords their 
trade, and they pursue it. Still how- 
ever all is not lost. Among Luthe- 
rans, the Reformed, and the Catholics 
there are some who follow in the 
good old way—and amidst a very gen 
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eral and deep revolt, some are found 
faithful. All who know any thing of 
the history of Bible Societies, know 
the name and have heard of the ser- 
vices of Leander Van Ess. 


GENEVA. 


It was the boast of Voltaire, that, 
in his time, many of the Genevan 
Pastors had approximated to his sen- 
timents. They were not open De- 
ists, indeed, but they were Socini- 
ans, and the sagacious infidel thought 
this nearly as well. If our recollec- 
tion serves us, he anticipated the 
time, when there would be none in 
Geneva to say a word for Christ. We 
have, not unfrequently, met with 
boasts of the progress of what is 
called reformation in Geneva and 
Switzerland from the days of Voltaire 
to the present month of January 
1821. And, what is remarkable, we 
have scarcely ever read or heard a 
thing of this kind, without some al- 
lusion to~the death of Servetus.— 
What would the enemies of Calvin 
do, were it not for that unhappy 
Spaniard? And why is this particu- 
lar instance of persecution singled 
out among the thousands that have 
occurred, and made the theme of 
perpetual declamation? We are no 
advocates of intolerance; we detest 
it as much as any of that whole tribe 
of men, who are distinguished rather 
by what they do not, than by what they 
do believe. But was Calvin “ judge, 
jury, and executioner,” in Geneva? 
Was he not himself once driven from 
that city by a turbulent faction? Be. 
sides; why is not the persecution of 
Idavides superintendent of the Soci- 
nian churches in Transylvania, as oft- 
en recited with every circumstance 
of aggravation that imagination can 
supply, as that of Servetus? Davides 
was, at an advanced age, thrown i:.to 
prison for opposing the custom of 
offering prayers and divine worship 
to Jesus Christ. There he languish- 
ed four years and died, He was not 
persecyted for holding what his bre- | 
thren thought a danmable heresy; 
but for maintaining an opinion, which, 
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cinian doctrines, was found to be odi- 
ous, and the publication of it, of 
course, impolitic. Allowing all that 
has been said to be true, then, in the 
case of Servetus—which by the way 
we are not at all prepared to do.— 
The guilt of the Socinian persecutors; 
is incomparably greater than that of. 
Calvin; for the latter persecuted one 
whom he conscientiously regarded as 
a most dangerous heretic; while the 
former imprisoned until death a 
friend and brother for maintaining a 
doctrine which it was not politic for 
him to publish. [See Mosheim, Cent. 
XVi. sec, Vil, partil. par. xviii. and 
note y.| 

But we have gone far from Geneva. 
The reformists of that church, even 
in this day of tolerance and mildness,. 
and with all their boasting about ld- 
erality.and rational Christianity, hav- 
ing abandoned the doctrines of their 
forefathers, have driven some who. 
adhere to the old faith and zealously 
promote the old doctrine, from their 
communion. And on their assembling 
in their own houses for worship, the 
mob is allowed to disturb their devo- 
tions by hideous noises, and crying 
out “Down with the Moravians' 
Down with J. Christ!!? We shall 
probably find an opportunity hereaf- 
ter to give a history of this affair, as 
we are enabled to do by the kindness: 
of our friends from abroad. We shall 
only add that if there is persecution 
any where in the christian world at 
this time, it is carried on by the men 
who have adopteda new catechism at 
Geneva, against those who adhere to 
the ancient faith. 


SWITZERLAND. 

This country has also been deeply 
polluted by modern philosophy, and 
misbelief; but the progress of the fa- 
tal errors of the age, we believe has 
been checked, and we are assured 
that many excellent men there are 
contending ‘earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints,’ against 
those ‘who deny the Lord that 
bought them.’ 


SPAIN. 
Straitened as we are for room, we 





s 


56 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. — (January 


can only say that the prospect of re- 
formation in Catholic countries has 
greatly improved within the last few 
years. The abolition of the inquisi- 


tion in Spain, and the breaking up of 


the long established power of a cer- 
rupt clergy, together with the intro- 
duction of the new system of educa- 
tion will have an immense effect,— 
We rejoice in these events; because 
they are connected with the interests 
of truth and piety; which are the 
best interests of man, 


And here we must mention a so- 
ciety established in England, called 
“ The Continental Society;” of which 
the object is to assist native preach- 
ers on the continent, who having 
themselves received the light of the 
rospel, are desirous to communicate 
itto others. Wehave received and 
read with most hvely interest the 
first report of that Institution We 
rejoice to find that such an auxiliary 


has been raised up in behalf both of 


those who meet opposition from the 


eld enemies of the gospel, and of 


those who have to encounter the 
fierceness of modern reformists, the 
violence of men, who knowing their 
strength are resolved that the princi- 
ples of Uiberality, and of rational chris- 
tianity shall prevail. 
(To be Continued.) 
LITERARY NOTICES. 

We have just received the two 
lirst Nos. of a new quarterly work, 
published in London, called ‘Tur Ly- 
vestieator, The principal Editors 
are, The Rev, Wiliam Bengo Col- 
iver, D, D. of London, and the Rev. 
‘Thomas Raffles, A. M. of Liverpool 
{t is nearly as large as the Edinburg 


Review One important object of 


the work is to bring to a better ac- 
quaintance the people of England and 
the United States. It gives Essays, 
Reviews, Religious and Literary In 





telligence, so as to afford to us, if we 
will read, a just view of the state of 
things beyond the Atlantic: and eve- 
ry No. has a long Article headed 
‘ American Literature and Intelligence; 
of which the design is to let the peo- 
ple of England know what we do and 
say and how we think and feel Acre. 
A kind and liberal spirit runs through 
the whole work, It is conducted by 
Dissenters of distinguished abtiities 
and piety; men who agree with us 
in this country as to fundamental 
principles, and yet show a very mild 
and christian temper towards the 
members of the established church, 
Itisa work from which much ood 
may be expected; and, as we expect 
to receive it regularly, from) which 
our readers may expect much enter- 
tainment, 


The Rev. Mr. Raffles has lately 
published a Vol. of Lectures on im- 
portant subjects, which we intend to 
use, as well for the purpose of letting 
our readers know more of one of the 
Editors of the /vestigator as also for 
their edification, 


Wells and Lilly have just sent from 
the press ‘ The Natural History of 
the Bible? By Thaddeus M. Harris, 
DD. D. 8vo. pp. 476, $3. We should 
suppose it to be an entertaining and 


usetul work. i 


To Correspondents. 


The last No. on the Doctrine, Or. 
der, &c, of the Waldenses has been 
received and shall appear in our next. 

The Memoir of the Rev. William 
Graham, has been unavoidably post- 
poned; but our readers may be sure 
ofits publication in the next No. 








ERRATA. 
Page 14 line 16for pilgimage read pilgrimage. 


18 9 for . use 


, 


27 22 for allurement of sin, read, allurements of sin. 
(lo. 7 trom bottom after virtue, place . instead of ? 








